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  60th Diamond  
Jubilee—Celebrating   
60 Years of Service 

 
This fall, the Jenkins organization will celebrate six decades of service to the people 
of Northeastern South Dakota.  Over the past 60 years, Jenkins has provided care 
and services for thousands of nursing home residents and senior living tenants. 
 
To put these 60 years of service in perspective, 
when Jenkins first opened its doors in October 
of 1958, Dwight D. Eisenhower was President; 
the minimum wage was $1.00/hr; the cost of a 
postage stamp was $.04; and a gallon of         
gasoline cost just $.25!  And in Watertown, 
South Dakota, people were awaiting the       
opening of Jenkins Memorial Home….the first 
home for the aged in the state commissioned by 
the United Methodist Church Conference of the 
Dakotas.   
 
Over the years, leadership of the Jenkins organization has had several administrators 
including Dr. John V. Madison (1956-59), Rev. James N. Smith (1959-68),                
Fred Hubbard (1968-74), Rev. Walter Nelson (1974-78), Allen Swan (1979-94), and 
Loren W. Diekman (1995-Present).  Many changes have taken place in the past 60 
years, including two name changes (Jenkins Memorial Home to Jenkins Methodist 
Home and, eventually, to Jenkins Living Center), and many regulatory and              
reimbursement changes.  But through it all, the Jenkins organization has remained 
committed to “Meeting physical, social, and spiritual needs with comfort and         
dignity.”  
 

During the month of October, Jenkins will celebrate its Diamond   
Jubilee with special events for residents, staff, and the public.  Please 
continue to check our Facebook page for more information as the 
event draws closer.  In addition, to commemorate this milestone, we 
would like to invite you to become a “Diamond Donor”, with      
recognition noted on a display in the Jenkins lobby. 

 
A “Diamond Donor” is anyone who is willing to donate $60 to recognize Jenkins’ 60 
years of service.  However, donations of any size are welcomed and appreciated.  All 
funds raised will be used to enhance the quality of care for the very special people we 
serve.  As skilled nursing facilities continue to face many financial challenges, we  
depend even more on our generous donors to be able to carry out our mission. 
 
A donation form is located on the back page of this newsletter for those who have a 
desire to give.  For more details, please feel free to contact Kristi Gloe, Marketing  
Director, at 605-886-1444. We can also gladly guide you to professionals who can  
assist anyone wishing to include Jenkins in their estate planning or charitable giving. 

JENKINS NEWS 
& EMAIL 

 

Jenkins is considering 
providing an EMAIL 
copy of this quarterly             
NEWSLETTER. 
 

Currently, the newslet-
ter is available on our  
WEBSITE but we also 
print & mail over 2000 
copies. 
 

If you would like to 
help us reduce costs, 
please follow steps 
below.  
                               
STEP 1) 
Go to: 
jenkinslivingcenter.com   
 

STEP 1) 
Click “ABOUT US” 
 

STEP 2) 
Click  “CONTACT US” 
If you would like to 
receive via email, 
please indicate with 
email address & just 
as important, indicate if 
we may REMOVE your 
name from mailing list. 
(Please provide      
complete information.) 
 

If you would just like to 
utilize  the WEBSITE 
version, please       
indicate that as well & 
indicate if we should 
remove your name 
from the mailing list. 
 
 
~The print version will not be 
completely  eliminated but our 
hopes are to ultimately trim 
costs. 
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       As you can see from the story on the front page of this edition of our newsletter, the Jenkins organization is 
celebrating its 60th anniversary of service to people in Watertown and Northeastern South Dakota.  I’ll say more 
about that later in this article, but the first thing that comes to mind as we approach this anniversary milestone is 
how faithful God is.  He was faithful in calling people to do the fundraising necessary to make Jenkins a reality, 
and He has remained faithful over the years in bringing us the special people who have lived and worked in our 
facilities.  God’s provision has been constant during some very challenging times as we’ve learned to live by faith 
and trust Him for all that we need. But I firmly believe that the main reason God has blessed the Jenkins          

organization over the years is because we welcome His presence in our nursing home and apartment buildings…and we purpose 
in our hearts to exalt the name of Jesus in all that we do.  All of us who have the privilege of serving God by serving the people He 
brings to our doors believe that the spiritual health of those we care for is equal to the physical and emotional needs that they have.  
I know that God has honored that commitment, and He continues to bring people who need to hear the Gospel message that Jesus 
is the only way of salvation.  Jenkins Living Center is a very special place…not only because of the health care & housing services 
we provide….but because we realize that we have a higher calling from a loving & faithful God.   
       As I focus this year on 60 years of service for the Jenkins organization, I can’t help but feel grateful & honored to have been 
here for half of those years so far.  When I came on board as the Personnel Director in 1988, I remember feeling blessed to see 
that Jenkins employed a full-time Chaplain to minister to the spiritual needs of our residents.  Unfamiliar with long term care at that 
time, I thought maybe every nursing home employed the services of a Chaplain.  But I have come to realize over the years that 
Jenkins may be the only facility of its kind in the state to actually have a full-time Chaplain on the payroll.  I credit my predecessor, 
Allen Swan, for seeing the blend of ministry & health care that takes place in a nursing home, and for pursuing the right people to 
serve in the chaplaincy role. Rev. Gideon Eberhart served as the first Jenkins Chaplain during the early to late 1980’s.  He was 
followed by Rev. Minoru Tsukamoto, who served for 25 years from 1988 until 2013.  At present, the role of Chaplain is being filled 
by Rev. Scott Dempster.  I am grateful to all of these fine men for answering God’s call to minister to the spiritual needs of our   
residents. 
       You’ll also note in this edition’s front-page story that there have been several people who have filled the role of Administrator 
and President/CEO of the Jenkins organization.  I was blessed recently to meet two granddaughters of one of the early                
Administrators, the Rev. James N. Smith.  Our records show that Rev. Smith served as the head of the Jenkins organization during 
the formative years of 1959-68.  I never had the pleasure of meeting Rev. Smith, but I know he lived beyond the age of 100 and 
enjoyed a life of meaningful ministry.  The meeting with his granddaughters occurred when one of Rev. Smith’s daughters recently 
passed away and her funeral was held in North Dakota.  Before returning to their home states, these two ladies decided to visit    
Jenkins to see how things had changed since they used to visit their grandfather when he was Administrator here.  They related 
some great memories during our brief visit, and it was truly a privilege to meet them.  Each of the men who preceded me in the role 
of  Administrator of Jenkins……Dr. John Madison, Rev. James Smith, Fred Hubbard, Rev. Walter Nelson, and Allen Swan...utilized 
their special talents and experience to help make Jenkins into the great organization that it is today.  We’re grateful for their service 
and ministry to this great organization. 
       Long term care services have continued to evolve since the 1950’s & ‘60’s, proving that the only real constant in any industry is 
change.  Although the “big 3” issues affecting long term care facilities – reimbursement, staffing and regulations - have been 
around since the beginning, there are new market pressures that are causing long term care operators to re-evaluate their        
services.  To that end, the Jenkins Living Center Board of Directors recently held a day-long planning retreat to review current 
trends in long term care, evaluate how current Jenkins services fit those trends, and to look at what market factors will impact       
future operations.  As a result of the discussion, the Board prioritized the following areas  that need further action as we move into 
the future:  (1) Improving the quality of care & services, including an emphasis on excellent customer service; (2) Reviewing the 
scope of current and future services needed in the community; (3) Development of a marketing plan to effective let the public know 
what services are offered at Jenkins; (4) Developing a plan to upgrade current buildings; and (5) Growing the JLC Foundation so it 
can be a greater source of support for Jenkins operations.  Board members and Administration will continue to discuss these key 
areas in the coming months & develop a plan to ensure that the Jenkins organization is responsive to the needs of our community 
for many years to come.  
       Speaking of the Jenkins Board of Directors, I can’t thank this dedicated group of people enough for the work they do on behalf 
of the Jenkins organization.  These 15 individuals from various business backgrounds offer their knowledge and expertise, without 
compensation, to benefit the residents, tenants, and staff served by Jenkins.  Current members of the JLC Board of Directors     
include:  Mike Kluck, Chairman; Jan Sharp, Vice-Chair; Peg Salchert, Secretary; Dick Jurgens, Treasurer; and members Doug   
Austin, Dean Johnson, Maury Vockrodt, Jill Gabel, Joan Spahr, Howard Sogn, Joy Nelson, David Hardie, Ried Holien, Jeff      
Gamber, and Dan Raderschadt.  We appreciate the contributions of these fine folks in serving the elderly and disabled in our    
service area.  
       The occupancy of our two senior apartment buildings, Jenkins Townview Apartments and 200 Maple Place, remains high at 
this time, with both buildings currently maintaining a waiting list.  Our building managers (Cheryl Squires at Townview Apartments, 
and Marlene Nogelmeier at 200 Maple Place) do an outstanding job of meeting the needs of our tenants and scheduling fun and    
meaningful activities and events.  Even though there are currently no openings in either building, Cheryl and Marlene would be   
happy to give you a tour or share more information about Townview or Maple Place. 
       I request, of our readers, that you continue to pray for the Jenkins organization, including the people for whom we provide care 
and also for our staff.  We desire to lift up the name of the Lord in all that we do, and we appreciate you partnering with us in 
providing the care and services. 

Message from the President 



Meet 93 Year Young Arlene Frances (Stein) Kannas 
 

Arlene Frances (Stein) Kannas was born on the family farm to Harry & Mathilda
(Heuer) Stein. Her grandmother, Anna Stein who lived just down the road, helped with 
the delivery Arlene.  Arlene was welcomed into the world by her four year old sister, 
Eleanore. 
 
Arlene graduated from Watertown High School in 1942. About six months after  
graduation, the President of 1st Citizens National Bank asked Arlene’s grandfather, 
who was a friend of his, if she would work in the bank. She was hired as a transit but 
moved up the ranks to a bookkeeper where she worked for four years.  Arlene was 

much happier doing office work than farm work. One experience of doing farm chores included hitting 
chickens on the head with an iron rod because they would peck at her. She would carry an iron rod, hit the 
chicken and let the dog chase the chicken so she could collect the eggs.  On another occasion when she 
probably should have been doing chores, she and her sister decided to see if chickens could fly, from the 
loft of the barn...she found out they could not! 
 
Arlene met the love of her life when she was just 15 years old.  The very first night she met Don Kannas she 
thought to herself, “I sure would like to marry that man some day.” Don and Arlene dated for 5 years,      
including the three years that Don was in combat in the Philippines.  Arlene will never forget the day Don 
left. Her parents drove them to a drop off point along side a road, where Don would be picked up by a 
truckdriver, as was customary during war times.  Arlene cried all the way home.  And just before shipping 
out, Don made one last call and told Arlene he would be in combat, something Arlene was hoping he 
wouldn’t do. Over the next three years, there were no phone calls just good old letter-writing.  Arlene 
wrote Don every day and Don would write when he could.  But, before he left, they had decided on their 
own “communication code” as the Army did not want those back home knowing their whereabouts.  So when 
they wrote, they used ‘Howard’ & the first initial of the city where he were stationed.  For example, when 
Don was stationed in Zamboanga, he would write, “Howard Z is doing fine here.” Arlene said the         
government censored everything.  One time, Don enclosed a piece of chewing gum and referenced it in the 
letter but upon receiving the letter, there was no gum to be found. They continued to send letters for the 
next three years and finally one day while Arlene was at work, a co-worker told her Don was on the 
phone.  She brushed it off as a joke but when she actually picked up the call, it was Don on the line.  He 
was in California and would be back in South Dakota very soon.  When they were reunited, Arlene said it 
was just like a scene out of a movie.  They embraced with lots of hugs & kisses. He returned a bit ‘darker’ 
than she had remembered due to the sun exposure but also due to the malaria vaccine he was given.   
Eventually the color faded away.  One month later, they married on February 11, 1946.  They lived on his 
parent’s farm but shortly thereafter, moved to their own farmstead.  What happened next would hit at the 
very depths of their souls.  
 
Just nine months after they were married, Arlene began experiencing some flu-like symptoms.  She thought 
it was just that, the flu.  But then she started to experience some numbness in her hand and within five short 
days, Arlene could not move anything except for her left arm. Arlene was diagnosed with polio; the only 
case that year in Watertown, SD.  Undoubtedly, their lives changed. But as both Arlene & Don realized, life 
must go on.  Arlene spent three months in a hospital in Sioux Falls, the first week in isolation.  Treatment  
included hot packs for most of 24 hours each day, therapy and being moved every hour on the hour.  The 
first seven days were the worst which was accompanied with a fever and severe pain.  Upon release from 
the hospital, against doctors orders, Arlene left on a stretcher and returned to their home.  Both her mother 
and Don’s mother assisted in her care & recovery. They also hired some young girls that would come into 
their home and help Arlene.  Finally, after crawling on her hands and knees to clean and scrub for nearly 
four months, Arlene was able to eventually walk the length of their yard.  And within a year she was able 
to walk distances and even dance.  However, to this day, she has not regained the use of her right hand. 
 
Don and Arlene had a beautiful little girl, Linda Kay (Peterson) in 1949. Linda would follow Momma 
around the house & would do things just like Momma did with her paralyzed hand because that’s how 
Momma did it.  Linda resides in North Carolina and blessed them with three grandchildren. 
 
After Linda graduated, Don and Arlene decided to travel.  Some of the many sights included Venezuela, 
Switzerland, Acapulco, Mexico City, Australia, Panama Canal, Italy, France, and Germany.  They also  
traveled to the Philippines so Don could show her where he spent his three years while in the Army.  Don 
and Arlene were married 64 years and on that same anniversary date in 2010, Don was laid to rest after 
battling cancer. 
 
Arlene has been a part of the Jenkins family since 2012. We are grateful to be able to share in Arlene’s 
wisdom and life she brings to all of us! 
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200 Maple Place  
Summer has arrived and our 
tenants are enjoying it truly en-
joying it. We have many areas 
outside that people will gather 
and catch up with their fellow 
residents.  We also have very 
loyal fans of the Minnesota 
Twins and the fan base seems 

to be growing lately by the discussions held outside.  We are discovering 
many interesting facts about Watertown’s history , thanks to Christy Lickei 
from the Codington County Heritage Museum.  Please know you are always 
welcomed at Maple Place so join us anytime. 

 
Townview Apartments 
By Cheryl Squires 
The Town View tenants enjoyed their Spring Fling 
picnic on Tuesday June 12th. The tables were all decorated for a festive 
spring party. Our entertainment was 2 nice young ladies Becca and Emma 
from Clear Lake. The tenants enjoyed their music very much. There was a 
lot of toe tapping and clapping going on and they were all encouraged to 
sing along if they knew the songs. Becca played her ukulele and sang and     
Emma played the piano. They were very talented and the envy of us all 
with their talents. Everyone enjoyed the food and requested we have the 
girls come back again. 
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The  Joseph E. & Verne N. Messer Scholarship  
Awards Three Scholarships 

 
Representatives from the Jenkins Living Center Foundation Board of Directors recently awarded three(3)     
scholarships to these deserving young ladies.  The Joseph E. & Verne N. Messer were committed to helping 
students obtain an education, especially in the medical-related field.  The Messers also dedicated their lives to 
the ill and elderly, providing funding to ensure dignity, emotional, physical and spiritual needs will be met for 
them. 
 
Bailey Niemann, daughter of Ranee Niemann, AR Assistant, at Jenkins, was awarded the top honors with a 
$1,000 Scholarship to pursue a nursing degree at South Dakota State University in the fall 2018.   
 
 
Jocelyn Stanton currently works in the Dietary Department of Jenkins Living Center.  She is hoping to pursue a 
degree as a Medical Lab Technician.  Jocelyn was awarded a $500 Scholarship. 
 
 
Regan Benike, daughter of Physical Therapy Assistant Susie Benike, was also awarded a $500 Scholarship.  
Regan is hoping to follow in her mother’s footsteps and pursue a degree in Physical Therapy. 
 
 
We congratulate all three candidates and salute the Messers for helping these young ladies. 

Jocelyn 

 Bailey 

Regan 
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(CONTINUED from last Quarter…) 

Top 10 Financial Scams Targeting Seniors (Part 2) 
      
7.  Investments schemes   Investment schemes have been targeted at seniors looking to safeguard their cash for 
their later years.  From pyramid schemes like Bernie Madoff’s (with a number of senior citizens among its victims) to 
fables of a Nigerian prince looking for a partner to claim inheritance money.  
 
8.  Homeowner/reverse mortgage scams   A particularly elaborate property tax scam in San Diego saw fraudsters 
sending personalized letters to different properties apparently on behalf of the County Assessor’s Office.  The letter 
would identify the property’s assessed value and offer to the homeowner, for a fee of course, to arrange for         

reassessment of the property’s value and therefore the tax burden associated with it.  Scammers can take advantage of older adults 
who have recently unlocked equity in their homes.  Those considering reverse mortgages should be cognizant of people in their lives 
pressuring them to obtain a reverse mortgage, or those that benefit from the borrower accessing equity, such as home repair com-
panies who approach the older adult directly. 
 
9.  Sweepstakes & lottery scams   This simple scam capitalizes on the notion that “there’s no such thing as a free lunch.”  Here, 
scammers inform the person that they have won a lottery or sweepstakes and need to make some sort of payment to unlock the       
supposed prize.  Often, seniors will be sent a check that they can deposit in their bank account.  The scammer knows that while the 
money shows up in their account immediately, it will take a few days before the (fake) check is rejected.  During that time, the         
criminals will quickly collect money for supposed fees or taxes on the prize, which they pocket while the victim has the “prize          
money” removed from his or her account as soon as the check bounces.   
 
10.  The grandparent scam   The grandparent scam is simple and devious.  Scammers will place a call to an older person and when 
they pick up, they may say, “Hi Grandma, do you know who this is?”  When the grandparent guesses, the scammer has established a 
fake identity without having done a lick of background research.  Then the fake grandchild will usually ask for money to solve some 
unexpected financial problem (overdue rent, payment for car repairs, etc.), to be paid via Western Union or MoneyGram.  At the 
same time, the scam artist will beg the grandparent “please don’t tell my parents.” 
   

How to Protect Yourself from Becoming a Victim 
Be aware that you are at risk from strangers–and from those closest to you.  Over 90% of all reported elder abuse is committed by 
the older person’s own family members, adult children, grandchildren, nieces & nephews, etc... Common tactics include depleting a 
joint checking account, promising but not delivering care in exchange for money or property, outright theft, etc...  
 
Don’t isolate yourself–stay involved!   Isolation is a big risk factor for elder abuse.  Some older people self-isolate by withdrawing 
from the larger community.  Others are isolated because they lose the ability to drive, see, or walk about on their own.  Stay active or 
contact your local senior center to get involved. 
 
Always tell solicitors: “I never buy from (or give to) anyone who calls or visits me unannounced.  Send me something in writing.”   
Never donate if it requires you to write your credit card information on any forms.  Obtain salesperson’s name, business identity,  
telephone number, street address, mailing address, & business license number before you transact business and do your research 
on the solicitor. 
 
Shred all receipts with your credit card number  To protect yourself, use–a paper shredder.  Monitor your bank and credit card state-
ments closely. 
 
Sign-up for “Do Not Call” list and take yourself off multiple mailing lists   Visit “Do Not Call” on the web & stop telemarketers from 
contacting you. 
 
Do not let incoming email sit in your mail box for a long time.   When sending out sensitive mail, drop off at a secure collection box or 
directly at the post office.  You also can regularly monitor your credit ratings and check on any unusual or incorrect information at 
www.annualcreditreport.com   
 
Use direct deposit to prevent checks from being stolen from the mailbox   Using direct deposit insures that checks go directly into 
your account and are protected.   
 
Never give your credit card, banking, Social Security, Medicare, or other personal information over the phone unless you init iated 
the call    Misuse of Medicare dollars is one of the largest scams.  Common schemes include billing for services never delivered and 
selling unneeded devices.  Protect your Medicare number as you do your credit card, banking, and Social Security numbers and do 
not allow anyone else to use it.  Be wary of salespeople trying to sell you something they claim will be paid for by Medicare. 
 
Become familiar with online safety   Search only reputable websites, adjust email spams settings to the highest level, and never 
share personal information with anyone online–even if it seems as though your bank is requesting it.  Hang up and call your bank 
yourself. 
 
Check the Better Business Bureau (BBB)  The BBB is a tool for confirming the legitimacy of financial institutions, charities, and other 
organizations.  If a company isn’t registered with the BBB, it could be fraudulent.   
 
Invest carefully and never give personal information online   The most full–proof investments are done with the assistance of a     
financial advisor.  It takes only a few minutes to contact your bank or planner, and it could save hundreds or even thousands of      
dollars.  An investment company or charity will NEVER ask for a Social Security number via email.  
 

Adult Protective Services (605–773–5990). 
3800 East Hwy. 34 

c/o 500 East Capitol Ave. - Hillsview Plaza 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 

 
 

http://www.annualcreditreport.com
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A Spring Family Affair~~Fine Dining 
for Nearly 400! 
Fine dining at Jenkins? Well, yes of course.  In 
April, nearly the entire Jenkins staff helped in 

one way or         
another with    
preparation,  
cooking, serving 
and cleaning! 
 
The menu was amazing starting with a   Cran-Apple 
Pecan Spinach Salad, Tender Chicken Cordon Bleu 
and completed with Vanilla Bean Ice Cream & 
Grilled Pineapple. 

I want to thank you 
for the most delicious         
appreciation dinner, 
everything was so 
pretty & thank you 
for all of your efforts 
for the residents!  
                               
Jean Doyen(Daughter 
of Herb Wegman) 

HI! HO!  HI! HO!  
IT’S OFF TO EAT  
THEY GO!       
 
A group of                
residents have 
been taking 
some lunch      
excursions to 

different               
restaurants in 
Watertown.   
 
The trips can be 
summed up 

as… 
“DELICIOUS!” 
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Happy Times at 
Jenkins!  We  
SMILES on the 

faces of our 
residents! 

Starting the day 

with a WORK 

OUT! 
Each Monday & Thursday 

residents are invited to  

exercise at 8:30am on 

Main Street.  Many times 

you will find staff joining in 

too! It sure makes for a fun 

way to start the day! 

Harold Capp 
had a wish come 
true! To get back 
in the saddle!  
With the        
combined efforts 
of Jenkins and 
Joy Ranch Staff,   
Harold was able 
to take a ride on 
one of the horses 
at Joy Ranch. 

Joined by his 
daughter, Val on 
the trip, Harold 
said he had a 
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The Shaky Bridge 
“If you make the Most High your dwelling, even the LORD, who is my 
refuge, then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your 
tent. For He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in 
all of your ways; and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you 
will not strike your foot against a stone.”  Psalm 91: 9-12 
 
When I was a little boy, I spent my days with my Grandmother and 

Grandfather. We lived at 435 West Chocolate Ave in Hershey. My Grandfather Charlie worked at 
the Hershey chocolate factory, and every day near to 5 o’clock, my Grandma would allow me to 
go to the end of the block and wait to see him coming home. Usually an ulterior motive for me be-
cause after dinner he would take me and all the neighbors kids for a walk. More like an adventure. 
Out the back walk and down the alley to the railroad tracks behind the house. Sometimes to pick 
wild strawberries along the tracks. Sometimes to cross over the tracks to the other side to pick wild 
raspberries. But the best walks were those that we’d continue up the embankment on the other side 
of the tracks and walk through the golf course. We’d hunt for abandoned golf balls along the 
stream that wound through the park. And eventually to the old shaky bridge. There were a number 
of wooden bridges that spanned the stream through the golf course, but the best one was as good 
as any amusement ride at Hershey Park on the other side of the golf course. 
We’d all gather at the middle of the bridge, and then Grandpa would lead us in jumping up and 
down. As our rhythm and weight coordinated with his, that old bridge would start to move with 
our motion. And we’d laugh and be glad for that old shaky bridge at the end of the day. 
In the years in between, I’ve learned that somedays life is like an old shaky bridge. In time, my 
Dad, who worked hard all of my life until I was 17, developed kidney failure and went to heaven 
over that old shaky bridge.  And Grandpa Charlie would one day be diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, 
and my Grandmother no longer able to walk. Both finished their journey over the shaky bridge in 
my Mom’s home in New Jersey. Somedays my Grandpa Charlie would pack a few clothes into a 
brown paper bag and head out the door to find his way home to Hershey, never quite getting too 
far or over that bridge. In time most of the police officers in town knew him, and would bring him 
home again. For 6 years, my mom had my Grandmother and Grandfather in her home. She in a 
hospital bed down stairs, and he in time in a bed upstairs. Grandpa crossed over the shaky bridge 
first, and then three years later my Grandmother.  
All that time, my brother Marc, who was 9 when our father crossed over the shaky bridge, got into 
all kinds of trouble. By the time he was 15 he was stealing cars. It was then that they discovered 
that he had Cystic Fibrosis. His journey over the shaky bridge would last another 17 years with 
CF. But before he got all the way across, he taught all of us about the grace that God pours into 
our lives, even on the shakiest of bridges. Marc would often tell me that the Lord allowed his ill-
ness to save his soul and preserve his life. When Marc finished his journey over the shaky bridge 
in 1994, the experience of standing on that bridge with him as he crossed over, changed my heart 
and my life forever.  
 
While life truly is a shaky bridge at times, and often stretched out over roaring rapids and howling 
winds amidst the great storms of life, at journeys end, on the other side of the bridge, is the prom-
ised embrace of our LORD. And a reunion with all those who have crossed over before us. A 
place where there is no storm, no illness, no more death and no more pain or uncertainty. Only 
kindness, only peace, only love.  A place Jesus not only prepared for us, but that He too walked 
across as well.  So that when we reach our destination on the other side of the shaky bridge of life, 
He waits there for us. And in humbled adoration, we will say,  “Thank You LORD!” 
  
In our chapel on the back wall is a copy of a painting titled “Guardian Angel”. Perhaps you have 
one at home. It is a visual expression of the 91st Psalm. An angel watching over two children walk-
ing across an old shaky worn out bridge. Storm clouds overhead, and rushing water below. Bro-
ken handrails and boards missing on the bridge deck below. It is also a picture I think of what 
faith looks like. Calm assurance in every place of trouble, on the shaky bridge of life because of 
He who loves us, gave His life for us, and even now gives His angels to watch over us as well.  
 
S. Dempster, serving as Chaplain 
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Happy Birthday to our Resident Family! 

   

SPEECH THERAPY 
 

Jenkins Living Center offers  
SPEECH THERAPY 

PHYSICAL,  
OCCUPATIONAL   

 

Andrea Vosberg, JLC Therapy manager is a licensed SPEECH LANGUAGE 
PATHOLOGIST. She works closely with each individual to assess, diagnosis 
and treat the whole person. Andrea is trained and has the knowledge of 

working with individuals that have swallowing impairments caused by stroke.  She understands the   
importance of helping patients maintain their nutrition and preserve the pleasure associated with eating.  
Andrea also works with cognition & memory, augmentative communication, oral motor, and voice.  JLC 
Therapy offers the LSVT (LOUD) Program, a specialized treatment program, to assist individuals with          
Parkinson’s Disease and other neurological disorders to improve their communication and enhance 
their quality of life.  If you or someone you know that is in need of speech therapy caused by a stroke,  
has Parkinson’s disease or simply has some swallowing or speech issues, just give Andrea a call at   
605-886-5777 to request an appointment. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
JLC therapy tailors each individual’s therapy program after an injury or surgery.  Our Therapy team consists of highly 
skilled and compassionate staff that are devoted to a comprehensive rehabilitation program for all patients in our care. 
Our goal is to help each individual regain, attain and maintain the best quality of life specific to their diagnosis.              
The importance of working for and educating our patients and their caregivers is recognized by JLC and we are          
committed to sharing our specialized knowledge with all who need therapy. 

AUGUST 
Kathy Birney  11 
Jowaine Bevers 15 
Vincent Wencil 22 
Ardis Sweezo 23 
Hazel Stein  25 
Sherry Cordell 26 
Inez Unzicker 26 
Dorothy Carter 28 
Evelyn Thiewes 29 
Stanley Spurrell 31 

 

JULY 
Rose Wiseman 1 
Dorothy Smith  3 
Lois Burg  6 
Rose Lamb   7  
Yoko Tsukamoto  10 
Astrid Waite  11 
Al Imm  15 
Arlene Decker  15 
Palmer Anderson 16 
Mae Mudder  17 
Harold Capp  22 
Clara Gartzke 22 
Connie Amy   25 
Violet Heiden 26 
Dorothy Kellogg  26 

SEPTEMBER 
Doris McFarlane    1 
Jay Sutton                   3 
Violet Engels    5 
Clyde Hegge    12 
Joan King    14 
Ramona Rudebusch   15 
Gerald Cornelius   20 
Irma Anderson   25 

 



Admissions 
Phyllis Solum 
John “Jack” Thomas 
Stanley Spurrell 
Eva Rahlf 
Sandra Tierney 
Dean Gackstetter 
Clara Gartzke 
Evelyn Thiewes 
Leonard Bruchhof  
Russ Wilkins 
Violetta Severson 
Arlo Mann 
Alvera Muchow 
Margaret Alwin 

Discharges 
Zona Kunde 
Don Egert 
Sharon Loiseau 
Margaret Swenson 
Harlan Hoy 
June Herke 
Joyce Green 
Aileen Overlie 
James Kendrick 
James Lantgen 
Geraldine Mahlen 
Thomas Bierscheid 
Joanne Herr 
Lemoyne Jackson 
Betty Dahl 
Delores Maag 
Ruth Griffin 
Lois Hart 
Twylae Phillips 
Norma Bittiker 
Sharon Ostrander 
Jane Boettcher 
Fr. Jerome Holtzman 
Ervin Schumacher 
Gerald Cornelius  
Stewart “Stu” Conley 
Marvin Bymers 
Greg Bullis 
Robert Brown 
Hartley Limoges 
Darrel Lindahl 
Marion Schudar 
Beverly Schaunaman 
Doane Pietz 
Gary Scriver 
John Namken 

In Loving Memory 
Anita Bachman 
Leone Olson 
Irene Redlin 
Peter Schneider 
Ronald Thomley 
Louise Lenz 
Thomas Bergan 
LuAnn Larson 
Lyndren Kuhlman 
Nick Ksenych 
Juanita “Nita” Johnson 
Elizabeth Fryslie 
Don Turbes   
Evelyn Rogge 
Avis Schultz 
Frances Parsley 
Charles Schomaker 
David Kranz 
 

Our Jenkins Family... 

You can reach us toll free at (877) 358-5777.  On the web at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com.  On Facebook at Jenkins Living Center. 
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Home Again, 
Home Again… 
Jiggity, Jig! 
Heart’s Delight & JLC 
Employee, Matti     Na-
wroth, helped      reu-
nite Verlyn Drayer 
with her daughter and 
son-in-law and with her cousin, 
Margaret in Clark.  They were also 
able to see their homestead near  
Doland.  Memories 
were relived and 
made new again 
with lunch at the 
truck stop in Clark. 

Yoko Tsukamoto was treated to a        
shopping trip to a local craft store.  She found 
some treasures and a map!  And instead of  
just picking out her own items, she decided to 
get a flower for each resident  in Reflections.  
So thoughtful, Yoko! Thank you! 



To Our Generous     
Donors  ~~ We thank 

YOU! 
 
FLOWERS & PLANTS 
Family of Delores Gusso 
Family of Pete Schneider 
Family of Vernon Lenning 
Family of Louise Lenz 
Family of Thomas Bergan 
Family of Evelyn Rogge 
Family of Avis Schultz 
Family of Nick Ksenych 
Family of Donald Turbes 
Family of Charles Schomaker 
Family of David Kranz 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Kurtis Brugman in memory of  
Elwood Brugman & in honor of 

Dorothy Brugman 
 
Jack Thomas(rock garden) 
Ruth Wittrock 
Miriam West 
Avera Pharmacy 
 

*********** 
FINANCIAL GIFTS 

 
JENKINS GENERAL FUND 
In memory of Delores Gusso 
John & Valoy Nordlie 
Merle & Marcine Peterson  
 
Dakotas United Methodist       
Foundation Inc. (Mitchell, SD) 
 
In memory of Lyndren Kuhlman 
 
Nancy Brinkman 
Shirley Haines 
 
Elsie McCarlson in memory of 
Louise Lentz 
 
Wayne & Terry Beutler in 
memory of Nick Ksynech 
 
 
JENKINS FOUNDATION 
 
Heart’s Delight 
In Memory of Lyndren Kuhlman 
by Ruth Coplan 
ACTIVITIES 
In Memory of Delores Gusso 
Jim & Ione Lunneborg 
Erick & Sherry Lunneborg &  
Family 
Marne Lunneborg & Aaron   
Franklin 
Many friends and family 
Mary Newcomb & Greg            
Newcomb 

Watertown Community         
Foundation                    
         (Mary Slobotzki) 
 

 
     FLOWER FUND 
Mrs. Ross (Marion) 
Oviatt      
 

Marie Williams in honor of Doris 
McFarlane 
      
Elaine Linderman in memory of 
Myrtle Romans  
 
Lillian VanDykhorst memory of             
John VanDykhorst 
 
Carole Pickering in memory of 
Jim Pickering & Emma Saboe 
 
Verlyn & Bud Drayer 
 
Watertown Community      
Foundation 
 
REFLECTIONS 
Beverly Storm in memory of 
Melva McLaughlin   

You can reach us toll free at (877) 358-5777.  On the web at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com.  On Facebook at Jenkins Living Center. 
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From Our Resident 
Families... 
THANK YOU 
 
To All the Staff at Jenkins 
 

The Johnson family wants 
to thank all of you fort he 
wonderful care she      
received while she was 
there. Words are hard to 
come by when it comes 
to mom’s love and smile; 
she gave you all and all 
of you gave back to her.  
Thank you and may God 
bless you. 
 
        Nita Johnson Family 
 
P.S.  Thanks for the  
beautiful stone from all of 
you—  
 Darrell Johnson 

________ 

THANK YOU 

“Thanks...for going above and 

beyond and below and sideways.”  

~ Thank you so very 
much to everyone at    
Jenkins Living Center for 
giving my mother, June 
Herke such wonderful care 
during her stay.  And for 
always keeping me up to 
date!  Thank you.      
 

 Rene Herke 
________ 

 

HEART’S DELIGHT, 
 

Thank you for allowing us 
to take this trip to see 
some family and old 
friends in the Doland and 
Clark areas.  We sure    
enjoyed it and especially, 
seeing our homestead.    
A special thanks to Matti 
Nawroth for being such a 
great bus-driver! 
           Verlyn(Bud) Drayer 

Residents, Family & 
Friends...please be 
reminded that       
EVERY NEW   
clothing item brought 
in for a resident to be 
laundered here at Jenkins, needs to 
be LABELED.   

 

With THOUSANDS of pieces of     
clothing from each sock to shirts, 
to pants to coats, it is SO             
IMPORTANT to label EVERY 
ITEM so they may be returned to 
the rightful owners.  Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone for the good 
care I received while a patient at     
Jenkins. The nurses who were gentle 
and kind, the endurance of the PTs 
and OTs when I said, “no” to their            
instruction and they said “yes you 
are”, the aides who I kept on the run 
from my demands, etc… The food 
was great even though it just started 
tasting good to me as I got better.  
But, then, I had to eat my own    
cooking(ughh). I’m usually a nicer 
person but I’ll blame it on the pain & 
meds!  Thanks!                   
  N. June Bittiker 



Jenkins Living Center NEWS 

215 S Maple St 

Watertown, SD 57201-4316 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 
Please notify us of an address change  
as soon as possible.  If you wish to no  
longer receive this, please call  
1-877-358-5777 or locally 886-1444.   
You can find the most recent quarterly  

 

Non Profit  
Organization  

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Watertown, SD 
57201 

Permit No. 553 

60th Diamond Jubilee Celebration 
To commemorate this milestone, we would like to invite you to become a 
“Diamond Donor.” This is for anyone who is willing to donate a minimum of $60 
in recognition of Jenkins’ 60 years of service. We will also graciously accept  
donations of any size. ALL Diamond Donors will be recognized on display in the 
Front Lobby as well as our Facebook Page. All funds raised will be used to   

enhance the quality of care for the very special people we serve for another 60 years and beyond.  
Please check the Jenkins Facebook Page for more information as October draws near.  Thank you. 
 

Please recognize in MEMORY of_______________________________________________________ 
Please send acknowledgment to_______________________________________________________ 
      Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Please recognize in HONOR of_________________________________________________ 
Please send acknowledgment to________________________________________________ 
Address________________________________________________________________________ 

 
You may send check or cash donations to: 
  
 Jenkins Living Center, Inc. 
 Attn: Kristi Gloe  
 215 S Maple Street 
 Watertown, SD 57201 

MasterCard, Discover, Visa & American Express 
are accepted. Just call our Business Office  

to make a donation.  605-886-1442 


