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See our Jenkins 
Living Center         

Facebook Page 
for more photos.             

 

The full-color 
newsletter is on 

our website! 

The Watertown               
Alzheimer’s Council   
announced the follow-
ing sponsorships for the 
Virtual Walk! 
 

Platinum 
First Premier Bank/
Premier Bankcard 
Ken & Mary Drake  
Family 
Marion Oviatt Family 
Jenkins Living Center 
Gold 
Prairie Lakes 
Healthcare System 
Redlin Art Center 
Edgewood Memory 
Care 
Sanford Health –Watertown 
Bronze 
Dale & Char Byer 
Brown clinic 
Friend 
Crawford Osthus Funeral 
Chapel & Cremation          
Services 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
 

From the President  
(Pg. 2) 
 

Mildred Smith, Still 
Spry at 100 Years 
Young!  
(Pg. 5) 

Watertown  Alzheimer’s 
Walk; Sponsors STEP 
UP to support the cause! 

2020 NEW  NORMAL 
Outdoor visits will soon 
move inside where the 
Main Street Mercantile 
once resided!  The gift 
shop has been           
condensed to a display 
unit of some commonly-

purchased items, so 
that residents may 
still get their 
“shopping fix.”              
A plexi-glass wall and 
speaker system are in 
place for safe               
communication. 

CLEAN & DISINFECT 
The JLC Environmental Services Team are 
all hands on deck! Rooms are thoroughly 
cleaned and disinfected with safe         
products.  The recent purchase of a        
Mister Disinfectant, allows entire rooms 
to be sprayed in about 15 minutes. This 
has provided peace of mind, and has 

saved much time as the spray can be applied to all surfaces   
in the room including drapes, beds and furnishings. 

 

TESTING, TESTING and MORE TESTING 
As our readers may know, nursing homes conduct 
testing on a regular basis. The frequency of testing is 
currently based on the percentage of active Covid-19 
cases in a respective county.  Currently, Jenkins is  
conducting on-site testing for staff members once per 
week.  The JLC Team has stepped up with various staff 
performing roles, of registration, communication,  

collecting the samples and processing the samples in-house. Oftentimes, the results are provided 
the same day. Jenkins has two rapid-testing machines to expedite the process. In addition, the 
federal government has provided Abbott Binex Cards as another method. 

 

WARDROBE STYLES 
Since March 2020, the look of gowns, goggles, masks 
and shields have become an every day wardrobe       
essential.  The cloth masks have either been donated or 
purchased from local creative seamstresses. Plus, all staff and 
new staff continue to be fitted with N-95 masks that are worn when suspect-
ed cases are prevalent or when in fact a positive case is reported.  The face 
shield frames were made on 3-D printers by LATC, with the plastic shield 
simply being transparent sheets from a local office supply company that we 
hole punch to fit to size.  And the gowns come in your choice of blue or    
yellow, disposable or washable. And if it’s the boss’s birthday, you may just 

receive a custom-made outfit like our fearless leader, Loren!    (Complete with a Vikings photo-bomb!) 

BEFORE 

AFTER 



 

You can reach us toll free at (877) 358-5777.  On the web at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com.  On Facebook at Jenkins Living Center. 

2 

 
 

 

I’m a huge fan of contemporary Christian music, and one of my favorite groups is called 
“Casting Crowns”.  The lead singer of Casting Crowns is a man named Mark Hall, a dedicated 
follower of Jesus Christ who has been a prolific songwriter for the past couple of decades.  In 
2010, Hall wrote a song that still rings out today as an anthem for our times.  It is entitled,  
“If We’ve Ever needed You”, and the lyrics talk about a world where people have turned away 
from God and are now crying out to Him to heal the land.  The last verse of the song says,  

“May Your Kingdom come, in our hearts and lives, Let Your Church arise, let Your Church arise!” and the        
chorus goes like this: “If we’ve ever needed You, Lord it’s now, Lord it’s now.  We are desperate for Your hand, 
we’re reaching out, we’re reaching out.” The message of this song is as relevant today as it was when it was 
written a decade ago.  The division that exists in our country today is not caused by two different political          
parties and their ideologies….but rather by the moral and spiritual differences between those who know Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior, and those who don’t.  The thing that is important to remember is that this      
nation has turned away from God in many respects – but God has never left His people. “If We’ve Ever         
Needed You” is a song about God’s people crying out to Him and asking for His help – and God always hears 
the prayers of His people.   
 
One way in which we invite God into our Jenkins facilities is when we pray at our daily staff meetings for His 
protection over our residents, tenants, and staff as it relates to the Coronavirus pandemic.  And He has been 
faithful!  Although about 6% of our 253 employees have tested positive for COVID-19 over the past 6 months, 
most have been through the appropriate quarantine period and are back at work.  Only 3 of our residents have 
ever tested positive….two of whom were immediately retested and showed negative results, while the third 
was in our isolation unit for 10 days and then was able to go back to her room.  We are grateful for God’s       
protection and continued blessings as we strive each day to protect those we serve.  We are currently        
mandated by the federal government to perform weekly testing on all staff members to ensure that they are not 
infected with the virus.  When a positive result does show that one of our staff members is positive, it always 
prompts testing of the residents in the area where that employee worked.  Because out staff has been subject 
to “universal masking” when on the nursing floors, the chances of spreading the virus to our residents is greatly 
reduced.   
 
While outdoor visits between residents and their family members have been essential in keeping families      
connected, we have seen the toll that separation from family can have on some of our frail elderly residents.  
From the time the pandemic first began, our staff has done everything possible to facilitate virtual and              
distanced visits….but those are not the same as being able to again have physical contact through a hug or 
kiss on the cheek.  Consequently, we are continuing to fine-tune a plan that will allow one family member per 
resident to have visits in the resident’s room.  The visitation is dependent on having no active cases of         
COVID-19 among our staff or residents, but we want to begin allowing our residents and families to reconnect.  
For those family members who are not the designated person who can visit in the resident’s room, we have 
modified our first-floor Gift Shop at Jenkins to accommodate resident/family visits with appropriate distancing.  
These 30-minute visits will be scheduled through our Activities Coordinator, Buffy Neuberger, and they are set 
to begin on Monday, October 12th.  Visits in our Reflections Memory Care Unit will take place just inside the 
front entrance of that building, and scheduling for that unit will be handled by Janie Fox, Memory Care            
Activities Coordinator.  Distanced visits in that unit will also begin on October 12th.  As soon as we are ready 
for the indoor visits by resident family members, a letter will be sent to each resident’s responsible party      
notifying them of the guidelines.   
 
The tenants in our two apartment buildings have also been impacted by the Coronavirus pandemic because 
outside visitation in those buildings has also been restricted since mid-March.  We currently have several open 
apartments at 200 Maple Place because folks who normally would have made a move to this great facility 
have been reluctant to make a change while COVID is in the community.  200 Maple Place Manager, Tori        
Simon, has visited with several interested persons, and she has given several tours in recent weeks, so we are 
optimistic that the vacant apartments will be filled soon.  Robin Briggs, Townview Apartments Manager, reports 
that our HUD-subsidized apartments for low-income elderly continue to operate at nearly full occupancy.  If 
anyone would like more information about either of our independent living facilities, please call 886-5777 and 
you will be directed to the appropriate building manager. 
 
The pandemic has changed the way almost everything is done in our country, so we are not sure what our  
celebrations of Thanksgiving and Christmas will look like this year.  Even if we can’t invite the public in by that 
time, our staff will create a holiday spirit in our buildings that will help our residents and tenants have some 
kind of normalcy during this special time of the year.  In the meantime, please pray for the safety and           
well-being of the special people that we serve every day….and remember to thank the One Who knows us  
better than we know ourselves.  To all of our readers….best wishes from the Board of Directors and Staff of 
Jenkins Living Center for a very Happy Thanksgiving and a most Blessed celebration of Christmas!  

Message from the President 
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Homecoming 2020 

Birthday 
Parties  
on  
the  
Patio! 

Puppy 
visits are 
the best!  
Ruby & 

Zoey 
visit  

Jenkins! 



200 Maple Place ...by Tori Simon 
 

The residents of 200 Maple Place have started  having monthly parties  
to celebrate birthdays of that month. We have all had a great time  
getting together and laughing with our friends during these especially  
trying times. 
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 COVID-19 

A lot has happened in the last 9 months with COVID-19 causing turmoil for all of us.   
We get a lot of questions within the clinic as far as, ‘do I quarantine and if so, 
how long if I have an exposure or possible exposure to someone with COVID-19?’   
The problem is we do not know if it is influenza, COVID-19 or one of the other  
300 viruses that are floating around out there.   
 
CDC and others have indicated that there may be a COVID-19 vaccination  
available sometime in the near future.  It is really hard to pin down as far as  
when that might be available.  I have heard anywhere from around  
November 1st to maybe the second or third quarter of next year, i.e., one year from now.  I know some  
patients have concerns about any vaccine that will be released because they feel it may not have been 
tested enough.  I guess I would look at that your risks and the possible complications of getting COVID 
19 weighed against the risks of getting the vaccination. 
 
As of this writing the current recommendation would be to test people who have been exposed to         
someone who has had the virus but have no symptoms.  That testing is generally taking anywhere from   
2-5 days so do not be alarmed if you not getting the results back the same day.  If you do have symptoms 
we are generally getting results back within half a day but this all depends upon if there are enough test 
kits available to do that testing.  All this seems to fluctuate even within a few day’s time. 
To end on some positive notes: 

–Families definitely have had a lot of quality time together at home. 
–Many people have learned how to play board games again. 
–Many "honey-do" projects were accomplished. 
–Even though the swimming pools were closed in the majority of communities there sure were a 
lot of backyard pool parties (and no pools could be found in the stores). 

I hope you have a healthy and safe fall.  Get outside and enjoy the beautiful weather and fall colors. 
         Aaron Shives, MD, CMD 

Townview Apartments by Robin Briggs, Mgr. 
 

Greetings, Not sure where the time has gone, but fall is 
definitely in the air. We have been enjoying the      
garden produce that many have been sharing with us 
at Town View.  We’ve had sweet corn, tomatoes,         
cucumbers, zucchini, squash & egg plant.  It is all so 
good!! Thank you to all who 
donated.  We’ve also been 
enjoying the outdoor      
concerts that Jenkins has 
been having. Fun                  
get-togethers with social  
distancing. We now look  
forward to all the holidays 
coming.  Blessings to all. 
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Meet Mildred (Meadows) Smith, Spry at 100 Years Young! 
 

Bonanza television show premiered in 1959 as did the rock 
band, “The Monkees”in 1966. 
 
But 2020 looks a bit different than 100 years ago! Mildred Jeanette was born to Francis 
Meadows and Sena (Olson) Meadows. Mildred attended six years of early education in 
Watertown and the remaining six years in Thomas. Mildred met her husband, Donald at 
school and were married August 20, 1938 when Mildred was just 18 years old. Together 
they raised two sons, James and Richard. Mildred worked right beside Don on the farm 

doing all the hard work that farmers were accustomed to doing every day while raising the two boys.  For fun 
as a couple, Mildred says they just enjoyed being together along with a good farming neighborhood group. 
 
Her Methodist faith has and continues to be the center of her life. 
She had been very involved in the First Methodist Church next door. 
Mildred suggests that we, “Take time to strengthen your faith.” 
 
Currently, Mildred has six granddaughters and nine great                     
grandchildren. 
 
Mildred has always been and continues to be a social person.        
Mildred has a spoon collection that would rival many, she was a 
traveler, & is an avid TWINS fan! She had also enjoyed latch hook, 
embroidery and making lemon pies for her husband in years past. 
 
Mildred contributes her life’s longevity to good genes, strong faith, love of  
laughter and she demonstrates positive qualities with an outstanding character. 
 
Thank you, Mildred for sharing your life with all of us in the Jenkins organization!

“Not Paying Attention” 

      

We live in a society obsessed with greatness and fame. We love to gossip about celebrities and celebrate   
anyone who seems to be the least bit remarkable. Whether we intend to or not, we sort people into categories and inflate 
their worth: most successful, best dressed, most beautiful, etc.  Jesus and St. Paul, though, model another way, a path of    
devotion and love. We are called to join in the mission of  liberating the oppressed, of  sharing good news with the poor and 
suffering. And to do this work, we don’t need to know much. We need not to appear to be extraordinary. If  we are living by 
God’s commands, there’s a good chance that few will even notice our small, faithful acts of  love. We might not convince        
anyone or boost the size of  the Church. Yet our “yes” to God is useful for God’s purposes, and it’s likely that the Spirit of  God, 
not us, will capture the attention.”                                                  Sr. Julia Walsh          Living Faith Daily Devotions                     August 31st 2020 

     

In this time in which we are living, with a virus unresolved, divisions on the streets and across the country, and 
families losing loved ones, jobs, and homes, we can easily decide it is too big a task to do anything about it 
to make a difference. And yet for 2000 years the Spirit of God has been equipping ordinary folks like us to 
make a difference in other people’s lives, one heart, one family at a time. Not in ways that the world sees, 
but in ways that change the world one heart at a time. Whether it be Catholic Family Charities, Samaritan’s 
Purse, Feeding South Dakota, the Beacon Place, or some other ministry that stands in the gap, we can help, 
by praying, by giving, by going. By delivering a gift of time and compassion to other folks who so           
desperately need to find the love and hope of God.   
“God doesn’t ask us to do great things, He calls us to do small things with His great love.”     __Mother Teresa  
           Scott Dempster, Serving as Chaplain of Jenkins Living Center 
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To Our Generous         
Donors... We thank YOU! 

 

GIFTS 
 

FLOWERS & PLANTS 
Family of Dick Lane 
Family of Gilbert Bunde 
Family of Ramona Rudebusch 
Family of Jerome Wait 
Family of Verlyn Drayer 
Family of Dean Gackstetter 
 
FURNISHINGS 
Family of Linda Brandenburger in 
memory of Dorothy Smith 
Family of Verlyn Drayer 
 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
Donna Zirbes 
Family of Connie Beck 
Family of Marlys Bismon 
Carmen Baldwin in memory of           
Howard Shepherd 
Lois Burg  
Rita Chase 
Steve Magedanz 
Peg Schultz 
Darrell Johnson 
Holy Name of Jesus Parish 
The Stitch Co.—cloth masks 
Family of Linus Reilly 

 
FINANCIAL GIFTS 

 
SUMMER CONCERTS 
Howard & Carol Meyer 
Shirley Haines in memory of                     
Arline Penner 
 
GENERAL FUND 
Ruth Coplan in memory of Don Kuhlman 
Anonymous in honor of Ginny Sangl 
Joe & Carol Kranz in memory of              
Dorett Raml 
       
Memory Care 
Anonymous in memory of                
Terry Sangl 
 
Robert & Paula Davis in memory of 
Dorett Raml 

FOUNDATION 
Marion Oviatt Estate 
Marv & AJ Sherrill in memory of      
Marion Oviatt 
 

~Heart’s Delight 
Lloyd Christians 
In memory of Wanda Misar 
Stephanie & Dan Crocker 
Linda Lindgren 
Jerome & Darlene Radtke in memory 
of Ramona Rudebusch 
 

In memory of Verlyn Drayer 
Janelle Gerkarter 
Denny & Trudy Weber  
Cheryl & William Hanson 
Robert & Bob Wegman 
Don & Judy Heim 
Duane & Phyllis Divich 
Many family and friends of Verlyn 

Dear Jenkins, 
 

We are so thankful that our 
mother, Verlyn, found a home 
with you. You welcomed her 
with open arms and treated 
her like family for over six 
years. You also welcomed our 
Dad, even though he doesn’t 
live there, you always made 
them both feel right at home. 
We are so grateful fort he      
wonderful care you gave Mom, 
especially since the pandemic 
started and everything got so 
crazy! You all became good 
friends to Mom and I know she 
was loved by many. Dad is also 
so thankful to all the caring 
staff that took such good care 
of his beloved wife, especially 
the last couple of weeks. I’m 
sure Dad will come and visit 
when the pandemic allows it 
again. Again, thank you for all 
your loving care over the years. 
Please accept this donation to 
Heart’s Delight. She benefitted 
from this and enjoyed all you 
did for her. The donation is in 
the amount of her birthdate! :) 
 
With all our love, 
 Clair(Bud) Drayer 
 Debra Waldner 
 Greg Drayer 
 Stephanie Courington 
 Nancy Ufken 

 

Thank You! 
Please accept my heartfelt 
thanks to all Jenkins Living 
Center staff and department 
heads for making my 100th           
birthday party such a            
fantastic success! You gave  
of your time and your          
talents. The gifts will be    
reminders of a beautiful day.               
      Mildred Smith 

Jenkins has over 
200 employees! 

Housekeeping cleans 120 rooms 
every day; 840 rooms EVERY WEEK! 

There are on average 15           
resident activities scheduled 
each day throughout the         
entire facility. 
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      Happy Birthday to 
     our Resident Family! 
 
OCTOBER 
Ernie Pratt………….1 
Carolyn Friske…….….7 
Viola Taylor…..……...8 
Virginia Sangl………...10 
Violet Davidson………..10 
Ed Johnson………....12 
Pam Kirchmeier………...13 
Joyce Olson………….14 
Donna Arbogast……………..17 
Doris Town…………..17 
Phyllis Coombes……………..21 
Kathy Weeks………….22 
Jack Thomas………..24 
Doris Toepke……….26 
Jerry O’Neill…………...30 
 
NOVEMBER 
Connie Schmidt………...3 
Beverly Torgerson………..8 
Mardella Gortmaker………..9 
Sandra Tierney………….13 
Gladys Brandsrud……….14 
Lester Hanssen………...17 
Joseph Denison…………...19 
 

Our Family… 

 

Admissions 
Doris Town 
Colette Norbeck 
Janelle Pompy 
Mildred Smith 
Beverly Owen 
Betty Spanton 
Harold “Lee” Trumm   
Doris Knadle 
Leroy Beynon 
Ardell Dede 
Violet Davidson 
Kenwood Eggen 

Thank you… 
Words cannot say how much we 
truly appreciated the  wonderful 
care you gave my mom. Being by 
her side during her final time, I saw 
the love and compassion the staff 
gave to her. It was truly genuine 
and I know that Mom felt that        
caring. We are now very thankful 
that Mom is now at peace and pain 
free. Thank you to those who made 
me feel so welcome every time 
they came into Mom’s room.  
May God bless each of you, 
Darrell, Jackie, Taylor, Logen, Maryn 
Stacey            
        (Family of Vivian Mack) 

Discharges 
Glenn Folk 
Kathy Rieke 
Lawrence Peterson 
Mary Wyman 
Barbara Maynard 
Shirley Limberg 
Don Gerdes 
Larry Taschner 
Mary Taschner 
Sr. Judith Fischer 
Beverly Halfaday 
Linda Ellis 
Diane Olson 
Helen Rueschenberg 
Joan Peters 
Suzan Ramynke 
Judy Cram 
Dan Marohl 
Betty Marohl 
Bruce Jahraus 
Paula Woolworth 
Barbara Wiedman 
Sr. Michaeleen Jantzeen  
Annette Hoekman 
Donna Kittelson 
Blanche Anderson 

In Loving Memory 
Marlys Bismon 
Connie Beck    
James Weyh 
Gerald Templin 
Gilbert Bunde 
Dorett Raml 
Hazel Stein 
Ramona Rudebusch 
Jerome Wait 
Ilene Jacobsen 
Dorothy Smith 
Don Kuhlman 
Joy York 
Verlyn Drayer 
Dean Gackstetter 
Nicholas Endres  
Catherine Sweet 
Sr. Caroline Wolf 
Shirley Rasmussen 

Thank you for the beautiful rose 
that was on her bed in her 
memory. It was very thoughtful.  
Thank you for the candle  lantern. 
It is beautiful. Mom received such 
special care and love while she 
was there. We are very thankful 
and blessed for each of you. 
    The Family of Ramona  
 “Mona” Rudebusch 

THANK YOU…. 

Everyone at Jenkins, 
Thank you so much for the 
lovely memory lantern.           
Thank you for the good care 
you took of Ilene. I know this 
was at times challenging but 
you  continued to do it with        
kindness. This was very         
comforting to her family.        
Before dementia took over       
she was a kind and loving       
person who would do any-
thing for  anyone. I know in 
her heart she appreciated all 
you did for her. 
        Family of Ilene Jacobsen 

DECEMBER 
Irving Hinderaker……….1 
Betty Spanton……………..1 
Dorothy Wensing…………..2 
Mary Langendorfer…….....2 
Carol Redwing…………...…..3 
Alice Johnson…………...6 
Edith Green………………..10 
Kenwood Eggen………….13 
Dorothy Eidet……………..16 
Helene Reil……………….22 
Colette Norbeck…………..23 
Carol Matthes…………...…..25 
Sr. Joan Giese…………….26 
Deloris Whitlock………….31    
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Jenkins Living Center NEWS 

215 S Maple St 

Watertown, SD 57201-4316 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 
Please notify us of an address change  
as soon as possible.  If you wish to no  
longer receive this, please call  
1-877-358-5777 or locally 886-1444.   
You can find the most recent quarterly  
newsletter at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com. 

Non Profit  
Organization  

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Watertown, SD 
57201 

Permit No. 553 

‘Leaf up’ those who need us most!  During these trying times, we try to offer creative, yet safe,     
activities for our residents. If you wish to support these programs, please complete the form below. Thank you. 
Please recognize in MEMORY of____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please send acknowledgment 
to____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

************************ 
Please recognize in HONOR of_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please send acknowledgment to____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Please send donations to:   

   Jenkins Living Center, Inc. 
      Attn: Kristi Gloe  
   215 S Maple Street 
   Watertown, SD 57201 

To make a secure credit card donation, call our        
Business Office, 886-1442. We accept MasterCard, 

Discover, Visa & American Express 


