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The Christmas season looked much different for everyone this year because of COVID-19, but even a pandemic 
couldn’t diminish the Christmas spirit that was evident in our Jenkins-owned facilities.  The beautiful             
decorations that adorned our buildings helped bring the joy of Christmas to the residents and tenants we serve, 
and our annual Christmas celebrations for residents and staff were still held…..just with some social distancing 
involved!  The truth is, nothing can change the reason that we celebrate this time of year, which is God coming 
to earth as a man to save us from our sins.  There are so many wonderful references to Jesus that are             

associated with our celebration of Christmas.  First of all, when the baby Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the Bible says he was God 
“incarnate”.  That means Jesus was miraculously both God and man at the same time.  The prophet, Isaiah, when foretelling       
Jesus’ birth said that His name would be called “Emmanuel”, which means “God with us”.  The Magi searched for the One that is 
called “King of the Jews”.  And, again, Isaiah prophesied that the child that would be born would be called “Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace…”.  One Bible scholar has indicated that there are actually seven hundred names 
in the Bible used to describe Jesus….names that reflect His Deity as the Son of God, as well as names that describe His mission, 
such as The Lamb of God.  Why so many names?  To show us how much God loves us and that He desires us to turn over every 
aspect of our life to Jesus because He is “God with us”.  As we begin the new year of 2021, there is no better time to surrender 
your heart to Jesus than right now.  Why face the harsh realities of this world alone when God is willing and able to help you 
through every situation and circumstance of life.  All it requires is that you confess your sins and invite Jesus into your heart to 
be your Lord and Savior.  Only then can you truly experience what it means to know that “God is with you”.   
 
When reflecting on the year 2020, it’s somewhat sad that everything needs to be viewed through the lens of COVID-19.  At the 
urging of the S.D. Department of Health, all nursing homes shut down outside visitation on March 11th with the expectation that 
we could re-open in a few weeks after the virus ran its course.  Although the impact of the virus on long term care facilities has 
dragged on for 9 ½ months now, we feel we have finally turned the corner at Jenkins.  After keeping the Coronavirus out of our 
nursing home for 7 months, it hit us hard from mid-October until just before Thanksgiving.  Many of our residents and staff        
tested positive for COVID during that time, and a number of the precious people we care for lost their battle with the virus during 
that 6-week time frame.  We have continued weekly testing of all residents and staff (those who have not already had COVID), and 
as I write this article I’m happy to report that we have no positive cases of COVID among our residents, and only 1 current staff 
person who is on quarantine.  We have also developed a policy of assigning one family member per resident as a “Designated 
Caregiver” who, after being tested weekly for COVID, is allowed to have visits in their resident’s room.  Those visits have certainly 
helped lift the spirits of the residents who did not have in-person contact with family members for the past several months.  We 
also continue to have resident/family visits take place in our temporary 1st floor visiting room (former Gift Shop) for those who 
are not the Designated Caregivers.  Finally, our nursing home staff and residents have begun receiving the COVID vaccine.       
Our thanks to Prairie Lakes Hospital and Avera Long Term Care Pharmacy for administering the vaccine to our employees and 
residents.   
 
Some of our tenants at 200 Maple Place and Jenkins Townview Apartments also tested positive for COVID during that              
October-November time frame.  However, both buildings are now free of COVID and the tenants are all doing fine.   
 
One of the positive things that has come from this pandemic is the tremendous outpouring of support for our staff and facility 
from our Watertown community.  Some of the most heartwarming messages of encouragement and support have come from         
family members who have lost a resident to COVID-19, but who realized that our staff did all they could to care for their loved 
ones.  We are so thankful to the businesses, churches, organizations, and individuals who have donated food items and other 
things to benefit our staff during this challenging time.  Thanks to all of you for your kind words and thoughtful gifts. 
 
The Jenkins organization continues to be involved in planning with the Benedictine Sisters at the Mother of God Monastery in 
Watertown about the possibility of Jenkins operating an Elder Care Community on the Harmony Hill campus.  There are a number 
of issues to work through yet, but the idea of building and operating a senior living community that includes skilled nursing care, 
assisted living, and independent senior living is very exciting.  Certainly, a public announcement will be made whenever a final 
decision is reached.   
As we look to the new year, we need to remember that God is still in control!  There may be issues that impact our government, 
our health, and every other aspect of our lives, but there is no problem too big that our God cannot overcome.  That goes for our 
country and our personal lives.   
 
Thank you for your continued prayers for the people who live and work in our Jenkins facilities.  Happy New Year!     

Message from the President 
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Just some          

“normalcy” at          

Jenkins with a  

birthday here & 

there and even a         

WEDDING right 

here in our Covid 

Visiting Room! 

“And to all a 
good night.” 

Dinner on Main Street and then tour of the lights 
around town! 

Activity 
Elves! 



200 Maple Place ...by Tori Simon 
The residents of Maple Place are excited to 
see a few new changes to our building.         
We have recently added a 
big screen tv to our dining 
room so we can get     
together in the afternoons 
to watch movies or enjoy a 

football game together!  We have also started construction on a new         
coffee bar area in our dining room.  This much needed extra space will be so nice for the residents 
and our staff!  Our big project has been taking the wallpaper off of all 4 floors of Maple 
Place!  Our common areas & hallways are getting a makeover and we are so excited!   Even though it’s a little messy right 
now, then end result will be wonderful!   
Maple Place residents and staff had a great time getting ready for Christmas this year!  It 
was so much fun decorating our building and getting into the Christmas spirit.  It has been 
a long year with Covid and this gave us something to look forward to and enjoy.  We wish you 
all a happy and healthy 2021!! 
 
TOWNVIEW...by Robin Briggs 
Hello from Town View.  We’ve kept busy through the holidays, decorating and trying to stay 
safe.  We look forward to the New Year and wish our friends and family the best.  May your 
New Year bring new goals, new inspirations, happiness and a positive path. 
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COVID-19 Vaccines 
     By the time you read this, many of you will have received the COVID-19 vaccination.  
The first two vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna should arrive before Christmas.  Both of them  
are about 95% effective in preventing the COVID-19 infection.  Pfizer's vaccine, which was  
approved this past week by the US Food and Drug Administration advisory panel, has an overall  
efficacy (i.e., ability to prevent infection) rate of 95% overall and 94% in people 65 years of age  
and older.  Moderna's overall efficacy is 94%, with 87% efficacy in preventing moderate illness  
in adults 65 and older. 
     According to the latest information, hospital personnel and residents of nursing homes will be  
two of the first groups receiving the vaccination.  Although the long-term care group represents  
less than 1% of the US population, long-term care residents account for 40% of Covid deaths nationwide. 
     The second group to be immunized appears to be clinic personnel followed by essential workers who cannot  
work from home, such as police, firefighters, teachers, and people employed in food processing transportation. 
The next group would be adults with high-risk medical conditions such as diabetes, cancer, kidney disease, obesity, 
heart disease, autoimmune diseases, and all adults age 65 and older. 
     Both the Pfizer & Moderna vaccines require two doses administered either 21 to 28 days apart. Thankfully there is 
data to suggest that even one dose of the vaccine offers some protection against the virus but maximum protection 
occurs  7 days after the second dose. However, getting the vaccine might be a little difficult since Pfizer’s vaccine 
needs to be stored at -94 °F (-70 °C) while Moderna’s vaccine has to be stored at -4 °F (-20°C) and has a longer shelf 
life. These storage temperatures may affect the ability to store & distribute the vaccine on a nationwide scale. 
From some of the information I have read, side effects (headache, muscle aches, fatigue, injection site pain, and low 
grade fever for 1-2 days) occur in < 7% after the second dose and have not been disabling.  For those who have had 
COVID or have had COVID antibodies, the vaccine is still recommended since the duration of immunity after COVID is 
still uncertain and a robust immune response has been shown to reduce the seriousness of COVID, should it occur. 
Even after a facility is fully vaccinated, we can anticipate continued mandatory molecular testing guidance until more is 
known about the long term efficacy of the vaccines and the community prevalence of COVID is greatly reduced. 
      Overall, I’m glad the vaccine is arriving at hospitals and beginning the process of settling things down. I doubt it will 
be a magic bullet to cure the multitude of ailments that made 2020 such a challenging year. No matter what your year 
has been like, I hope that 2021 offers you a chance to recuperate and enjoy the things in your life that matter most. 
 

Merry Christmas and have a blessed New Year, 
Aaron Shives, MD, CMD 
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Meet SWEET Sandra 
 

       
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to our         
Resident Family! 

 
January 
Lois Cotton………...6 
Ruth Olson……….13 
Dea Thorn…….15 
Alice Hoff…………..20 
John Mendenhall………..21 
 

February 
Lorraine Rittmann…………….2 
Carol Carbonneau……….3 
Peggy Synegard……...4 
Arlene Kannas………..7 
Donna Zirbes………...9 
Ivien Larson…………...9 
Shirley Pratt……….11 
Mylo Andersen…..12 
Kenny Ragels………..28 
Marie Shephard    28 
 

March 
Andy Majusiak………...2 
Palmer Eidet………..3 
Norma MacArthur…...4 
Don Redlin………...8 
Bill Ortmeier………..10 
Mary Moses………….15 
Lucy Bundy………...22 
Yvonne Logan………….23 

We Got the Shot! 
We extend our appreciation to both,              
Prairie Lakes Hospital and Avera Long Term 
Care Pharmacy for administering the Covid-19 
vaccines to our JLC employees & residents.   
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To Our Generous Donors... 
We thank YOU! 

 
FLOWERS & PLANTS 
Family of Shirley Rasmussen 
Family of Ron Koepke 
Family of Dolores Lindner 
Family of Robert York 
Family of Lois Burg 
Family of Jona Rhode 
Family of Pam Kirchmeier 

Blossom Shoppe-Staff & Resident Bouquets 
 
FURNISHINGS 
Family of  Jack Thomas 
Family of Shirley Stormo 
 
CLOTHING 
Family of Dr. Rittman 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
Jennifer Borah 
Family of Patti Linngren 
Adam & Sam Fischbach 
Family of Barbara Larson 
 

FINANCIAL GIFTS 
 

JENKINS LIVING CENTER 
Merle Peterson & Marcine Aaker Peterson 
 

Carole Stein-Holien in honor of Greta Davis’ birth-
day and in memory of Swede Spanton 
 

David & Jodi Wensing in memory of                  
Shirley Rasmussen 
 

Family of Dolores Lindner 
 

In memory of Donna Arbogast  
Marcella Rost 
Sue Bogen 
The SDSU Printonian Club 
 

Matthew & Wendy Olson in honor of their grandma, 
Joyce Olson’s 97th Birthday! 
 

In  memory of  Palmer Anderson 
Dr. Stanley Allen 
Lawrence Anderson & Elizabeth Tallon 
Waneta Anderson 
 

In  memory of Doris Knadle 
Marian Redlin-Reit  
Wurth Electronics 
Linda Olson 
 

In memory of Pat Mahowald 
by Bud Drayer 
Brad & Karen Fishman 
 

In memory of Jowaine(Joie) Bevers 
Henry United Methodist Women 
Danny & Bonita Sharp 
Joel & Deborah Waba 
Ruth Coplan 
 

Marsha Bullis in memory of Greg Bullis 
 

Norma June Noem in memory of                
Charmaine Anderson 
 

In memory of Carol Matthes 
Bill & Sharon Malcolm 
Nick & Carol Gusso 
Jason & Beth Hanson 
United Methodist Women-Hitchcock, SD 
 

In memory of Jack Thomas 
Marlys Fie 
Bill & Sharon Malcolm 
 

In memory of Kathy McElroy                  
Rick Mauer 
Tom & Cindy Bierscheid 
LuAnn Edwards 
Harlan & Judy Konrad 
David & Lynnita Kluckman 
Alyssa Van Dyke 
Linda Webb 
Perry & Shelly Forst 
Michael & Jamie Veeder 
Edward Knadle 
Cameron Guthrie 
Mary Wrage 
Benchmark Foam 
Dick & Robbie Jurgens 
Norman & Mary Stahl 
Mike & Laurie Danforth 
Mark & Connie Fogel 
Tim & Tracy O’Neill 
Jeffrey Edwards 
Caridee Foley 
 

In memory of Pam Kirchmeier 
Ken & Noel Anderson 
Dennis/Terry Hubbard  
 

In memory of Lois Burg 
Dr. Allen & Linda Hoekman 
The Bridge Church 
Marv & AJ Sherrill 
Sheryl Dean  
Ami Kamei-Milligan 
 

In memory of Lorraine Perkins 
Sandra Koenecke  
Dave & Judy Bartling 
Sherman & Muriel Kumba 
 

Bill & Sharon Malcom in memory of Arvis Raml 
 

Helen Miller in memory of Dr. John Rittman 
 

Lee & Phyllis Jackson 
 

Connie Schickendanz in memory of Lester Kampen 
 

Geraldine Saylor in memory of Margaret Saylor 
 

Bev Morrison 
 

Activities 
Ole Oleson Family to Soda Fountain 
Linda Lohr  
Lantgen Family in memory of Ole Olson 
Duane & Deanna Bullis 
Terry & Sheryl Town 
Kathryn Mack 
Family of Doris Knadle 
Randolph & Mary Reil in memory of Ron Koepke 
and Kathy McElroy 
 

Pastoral Care 
Family & Friends of Donna Arbogast 
 

In memory of Mary Peterson  
Nesheim Girls  
Marv & AJ Sherrill 
 

Alzheimer’s, Reflections & Wrage Village 
In Memory of Patti Linngren 
Richard & Nancy Rogers 
Gary & Jeanne Gackstetter 
 

In memory of Harvey Schneider 
Mary Wrage 
Maryls Jundt 
Brian & Linda Liedtke 
Herman & Denise Ottenbacher 
Mavis Pomeroy 
Margaret & Robert Nickisch 
Wayne & Nancy Lilleberg 
Kelly & Paula Cape 
Duane & Deanna Bullis 
 

In memory of Dr. John Rittman 
Mary Wrage 
 

Family of Carol Matthes 
 
Family of Dolores Lindner Music Entertainment 
Center  
 

JLC FOUNDATION 
Dacotah Bank—Give Where You Live  gift by            
Mike Kluck 
 

Bill and Sharon Malcolm in memory of Kathy 
McElroy 
Marv & AJ Sherrill in memory of Pat Mahowald and 
Harvey Schneider 
 

Marv & AJ Sherrill in memory of Pam Kirchmeier 
 

In memory of Patti Linngen 
Don Morrison 
Dave & Coralyn Edison 
Bill & Sharon Malcolm 
Mark Roby 
Merle (DeLoris) Heidenreich  
Gary & Leigh Kuecker 
James & Barb Aarstad 
David and Jodi Wensing 
Brad & Karen Fishman 
Marlys Fie 
Jim & Annette Roby 
Scott & Peggy Bratland 
Joel & Linda Johns 
Diana Cooley 
 

Messer Family 
  
Heart’s Delight 
In memory of Verlyn Drayer 
Thomas & Candis Finan 
Scott & Pamela Thompson 
 

Bud Drayer in memory of Harvey Schneider 
 

Family & Friends of Donna Arbogast 

I just want to pass on a special 
THANK YOU to everyone at Jenkins 
for all you do for the residents.       
It is Thanksgiving & a time to        
remember how thankful we should 
be for people like you all! You are  
appreciated! Stay safe & God 
bless! 
  Karen Miller 

THANK YOU 
Words cannot convey how much we truly 
appreciate the wonderful care, love and      
compassion you provided to our mom. 
She wasn’t a resident for very long, but had 
requested to come to Jenkins Living Center. 
She felt at home there because of the many 
years you cared for her husband, our dad. 
Both of them received the most excellent  
care any family could wish for. You all are 
truly angels on earth. 
       God Bless You, 
 The Family of Doris & Gene Knadle 
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Our Family… 
 

Admissions 
Joyce Green 
Dorothy Testani 
Ardell Dede 
Doris Kohlhoff 
Leo Hart 
Violet Davidson 
Dorothy Halajian 
Nancy Post 
Marvin West 
Alice Hoff 
Marie Shephard 
Doris Kohlhoff 
Hubert Valberg 
Twyla Gjerde 
Fred Gottsleben 
Lillian VanDykhorst 
Elaine Nelson 
Elaine Corey 
 

Discharges 
Kenwood Eggen 
Mildred Smith 
Violet Davidson 
Leroy Beynon 
Mary Kloos 
Carol Beynon  
Judy Cram 
Richard Anderson 
Jackie Froke 
 

Forever in our Hearts 
Palmer Anderson               
Donna Arbogast               
Doris Knadle                          
Patti Linngren                        
Carolyn Friske                       
Delores Lindner                       
Harvey Schneider                    
Ernie Pratt 
Dorothy Carter                   
Joie Bevers                     
Pam Kirchmeier                    
Lorraine Perkins                    
Kathy McElroy                          
Adelaide Bakke 
Jona Rohde       
Shirley Stormo              
Mary Peterson                   
Carol Matthes                    
Amelia Murschel 
Jack Thomas           
Barbara Larson            
Doris McFarlane        
Judy Lantgen            
Leroy Pollard                      
Yoko Tsukamoto                        
Marjorie Nelson                  
Doris Toepke                         
Dr. John Rittman            
Robert “Ole” Olson 
Lester Kampen 
Wayne Langendorfer 
Linda Ritz 
Dean Jordan 
Virginia Carlson 

STAFF APPRECIATION FROM 
FRIENDS 

So blessed to have such loving families 
amongst us. We received so many home-made 
goodies, gift bags, snacks & lots of love.     
Thank you to all! 
 

Philip Matthews State Farm Insurance 
Dave & Patti Linngren Family 
Marsha Kapp 
Lorraine Perkins Family 
Bonnie Budahl 
Bill & Cathy Zubke 
Lutheran Church of our Redeemer 
Stan & Jan Winkels  
Chuck & Sharon Carbonneau  
Family of Carol Niemann 
Family of Jona Rohde 
Darrel Johnson & Family 
Cindy Mydland-honor of Mary Moses 
Donna Kittelson in memory of Floyd  
County Fair 
First United Methodist Church 
Family Worship Center 
Family of Amelia Murschel 
Gary & Karna Lindner 
Pam Kirchmeier Family 
Rita Imm 
Family of Doris Knadle 
Northeastern Tech. High School Students 
Great Western Bank 
Benchmark Foam, Inc. Staff Fund 
Carol Henrichs, Marvin Perkins,                
Ardis Nielsen, Kaylene Wilson & Barb Mock 
Hosanna Lutheran Church Helping Hands  
Gary & Kay Brandsrud 

 The Question: “Do You Love Me?” 
    “Before Jesus commissioned Peter to be a shepherd, He asked him, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” He asked him again, “Do you love me?” And a 
third time He asked: “Do you love me?” (John 21:15-17)  We have to hear that question 
as being central to all of our Christian ministry because it is the question that can allow 
us to be, at the same time, irrelevant and truly self-confident.” 
     “Look at Jesus. The world did not pay any attention to Him. He was crucified and put 

away. His message of love was rejected by a world in search of power, efficiency, and control. But there 
He was,   appearing with wounds in His glorified body to a few friends who had eyes to see, ears to 
hear, and hearts to understand. This rejected, unknown, wounded Jesus simply asked, “Do you love me, 
do you really love me?” He whose only concern had been to announce the unconditional love of God, 
had only one question to ask, “Do you love me?” The question is not: How many people take you seri-
ously? How much are you going to accomplish? Can you show results?  But: Are you in love with Jesus? 
Perhaps another way of putting the question would be: Do you know the incarnate God? In our world of 
loneliness and despair, there is an enormous need for men and women who know the heart of God, a 
heart that forgives, cares, reaches out and wants to heal.”                                                                         
In The Name of Jesus  by Henri J. M. Nouwen Crossroads Publishing Company Copyright 1989 P.36-37 
      To read this book was one of the last assignments we were given my third year of Seminary. To read 
this book over again is a necessary retreat whenever the world rushes in, weariness rises up, and    
busyness and distractions gather around. In this time of Covid-19, and of social and political unrest, as 
various groups are seeking power & control over both circumstances and others, the message that we 
are given to proclaim as the people of God, is one of unconditional & unlimited love. Not at all called to 
choose a side, but rather to equally minister to all sides. Because every morning when we arise and 
every evening when we lay our heads on our pillows, the Lord in our heart of hearts, asks again, “Do you 
love me?” May we answer as Peter did that third time on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, “Lord, You 
know all things, You know that I love You.”  
       Because the heart of our faith is built upon a solid trust in Him, that though we be irrelevant as we 
relate to this world, we are at the same time confident that His love for us is greater than life.  Knowing 
by that trust in Him, we are blessed to serve Him, and even if a cross awaits us on this side of heaven, 
as we follow Him, as did Peter, we can know confidently that His love will see us thru. Thru to the other 
side where eternity awaits us, where He will be, now and forevermore, our Lord and our God, our Prince 
of Peace, our Savior. Thank You Lord!                                                                                         
       Pastor Scott Dempster –Chaplain for Jenkins Living Center and Pastor for Bread of Life Ministries  

Thank you for the lovely memorial 
lantern.  Harvey received good care 
and loving concern during his 3.5 
years in Wrage Village. I wish you 
could have known him when he was         
vibrant & healthy! 
        Marcia Schneider & Family 

You were part of this integral part of 
her care and should also be thanked for 
your hard work. Stay healthy and safe, 
 
Joy Tracy & the Joie Bevers Clan 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 
Please notify us of an address change  
as soon as possible.  If you wish to no  
longer receive this, please call  
1-877-358-5777 or locally 886-1444.   
You can find the most recent quarterly  
newsletter at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com. 
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Name______________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________ 

City/State__________________________________ Phone: _______________________ 

Please accept this gift of $_______________ in memory of _____________________________ 
 

———OR——— 

Please recognize in HONOR of_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please send acknowledgment to ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please send donations to:   

   Jenkins Living Center Foundation 
      Attn: Kristi Gloe  
   215 S Maple Street 
   Watertown, SD 57201 

To make a secure credit card  donation, call 
our Business Office, 886-1442. We accept             

MasterCard, Discover, Visa &                            
American Express. 

We have loved & lost so many friends this year, 
But God is always with us whether far or near. 
For with His help we will sure to find the peace, 
His love is ever-lasting and will never cease. 

HEART’S  
DELIGHT 

PROGRAM 


