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THE FUTURE BEGINS NOW! 

After an unprecedented year with the Coronavirus pandemic, Jenkins 
Living Center is preparing to move forward in the development of a  
master plan for our uptown Watertown campus.  Long-term care        
facilities were hit hard by COVID-19, with many now trying to bounce 
back from the lowest occupancy rates in many years.  The state of     
long-term care has been marred by human & financial losses, but the 
impact of the virus has been lessened in recent months due to the       
effectiveness of vaccines, viable treatment options, and continued     
public awareness of safety protocols.  Like all other nursing homes, 
Jenkins was happy to be able to reopen to resident visitors in              
mid-March with hopes of more in the coming weeks.  Nursing homes 
will always play a role in the health care system by providing nursing 
care and rehabilitation services for frail & elderly persons.  There will 
always be a need to help people who are unable to help themselves.  
 
With that in mind, Jenkins will soon be embarking on a major review of 
our current buildings & services, as well as an analysis of what our 
future clientsœ needs may be in OUR community.  Jenkins Living Center 
has been a part of the Watertown community for 63 years but we are 
just getting started with offering the next level in care. We have plans 
to upgrade and improve the places our clients call home.  We will      
continue to add new and innovative services to ensure that we will be 
here for all those who need us Ŝ both now and into the future.    

See our Jenkins 
Living Center         

Facebook Page 
for more fun & 

photos!  
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https://secure.givelively.org/
donate/jenkins-living-center-
inc

Just one more way to 
keep our family of      
residents smiling! 

How Can You Help? 
We have been so 
blessed by you and  
other generous friends 
& donors. 
 

But without substantial  
support, we simply 
could not do all we want 
to for our residents.  
 

So, as we embark on 
the future, the         
charitable contributions 
will be more important 
than ever to help us 
bridge our services to 
our senior population. 
 

With your help, you will 
witness, ʝrsthand, how 
we will revolutionize our 
Campus of Care. 
 

Call Kristi Gloe at      
605-886-1444 or email      
inquiries to: 
kristig@jenkinslc.com 

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/jenkins-living-center-inc
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/jenkins-living-center-inc
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Message from the President  
 

Do you know Jesus?  That question was always one of the first ones asked of a new resident at Jenkins by my dear 
friend (and former Chaplain at Jenkins for over 25 years), Rev. Minoru Tsukamoto.  Before Chaplain Tsukamoto made 
the journey to his heavenly home a few days before Christmas in 2018, he was responsible for introducing literally 
hundreds of Jenkins residents, and others who were fortunately enough to cross his path, to his Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  To Chaplain, there was nothing more important in life than sharing the love of Jesus that had been poured out in 
his life.  His favorite verse of scripture as he introduced people to a Savior that loves them was Revelation 3:20, (Jesus 

speaking) òBehold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he 
with Me.ó  While Chaplain enjoyed many years of serving the Lord as a missionary in South America, and then as an associate pastor and 
nursing home chaplain, his early story is a testament to Godõs love and faithfulness.  As a teenager living in Japan during World War II, he 
almost starved to death as food became very scarce in his home country.  He was pressed into service as a short-wave radio operator at 
age 16 and thought his life may end at an early age when the United States bombed Tokyo.  But God had a much different plan for this 
young Japanese man.  After the war, he heard the Gospel message from an evangelist who had come to Japan, and he eventually         
surrendered his life to the Lord.  Through a series of miraculous events, young Minoru was soon on his way to Asbury Theological        
Seminary in Kentucky because someone had anonymously paid his tuition and travel expenses to attend.  God used Chaplain Tsukamoto 
over the years to help countless people find a personal relationship with the One Who gave His life for them.  And throughout his entire 
ministry, Chaplain remained one of the most humble and meek men I have ever met.  Now that we are in the season of Easter, God is   
asking that simple question of uséDo you know Jesus? If your answer is òNoó, then simply find a quiet place where you can ask Jesus to 
come into your heart - He is waiting for you to open the door of your soul to Him.  If your answer is òYesó, make it a point to grow  deeper 
in your love for Him by reading and studying His Word - and use the gifts God has given you to introduce Jesus to others around you.   
Their eternal life may very well depend on it! 
 

After a year of highly restricted visitation in nursing homes due to the Coronavirus pandemic, we were thrilled recently to learn that the 
federal and state governments had finally issued new guidelines that allowed the reopening of our nursing home to unrestricted visitation 
of residents by family and friends.  The declining number of COVID cases, coupled with an increasing number of individuals who have been 
vaccinated, has led to new guidance from health experts that now allow residents to have visitors in their rooms without requiring that 
those folks be tested or provide proof of being vaccinated.  Those who wish to visit residents at Jenkins Living Center must first be 
screened at our Reception Desk when entering the building, and they are required to always wear a face mask when they are in the     
facility and to social distance from other residents and staff.  Visits are limited to 2 persons at a time in a residentõs room, and visits    
cannot take place in other parts of the facility.  Volunteers can also begin returning to their important roles in our facility, although they 
will be required to undergo weekly COVID testing, as is our staff.  We are hopeful that, as our country moves toward the òherd immunityó 
that will be so important in stopping the spread of COVID, we will all soon be able to return to normalcy in our lives.  I want to thank all 
our residents, their families, and our volunteers and clergy for their patience during this unprecedented time.    
 

An exciting change that we will soon take place in our facility is the designation of our current Reflections Memory Care Unit as our new 
admissions and short-term rehabilitation area.  This change has been contemplated for some time now to create a much more efficient use 
of our therapy staff, as well as a better overall workflow in our building.  Our memory care residents currently residing in Reflections will 
be moved to North Oak (third floor of our North building) in the coming weeks as we make some cosmetic updates in that area of the      
facility.  We know moves of this type are difficult ð especially for residents with dementia ð but our current staff members who provide 
care for our Reflections residents will be moving right along with them to provide consistency of care from some familiar faces.  We hope 
to complete the resident moves before the end of May.   
 
I had earlier reported that Jenkins had been involved in talks with the Sisters at Mother of God Monastery in Watertown about building 
new senior services on the Sistersõ Harmony Hill campus. Recently, we were notified that the Sisters are planning to go a little different 
direction with their development at Harmony Hill, so Jenkins will no longer be involved.  Although a lot of time has been invested by both 
sides up to this point, I believe that this was the right decision for both organizations.  The Jenkins Board of Directors and Administration 
can now focus their full attention on addressing how to enhance our current family of services, and to consider what new senior health 
care and housing services might be added in the future.  Jenkins Living Center has been operating in Watertown for the past 63 years, and 
we are excited about making the changes that will allow us to provide services for those who will need us for many more years to come. 
 

My friends, Jenkins was founded by people who put their faith and trust in God, and we have continued as a faith-based organization for 
over six decades now.  We view what we do as both a mission and a ministry, and for that reason we sincerely ask that you to pray for 
our residents, tenants, and staff whenever they come to mind.  We trust God for our provision and protection, and we will not waiver from 
our commitment to serve in a way that allows Him to reveal the love of Jesus through us.  Thank you all for your continued support!   
 
         Loren W. Diekman, President/CEO 
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See how we smile, celebrate 
& share in good times! 

Just a few      
members of 

the our       
Jenkins òRoyal 

Reflections  
Familyó  

(From our  
Valentines 

photo shoot.)  
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