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“Caring for you and yours.”
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JENKINS TO OFFER ON-SITE DENTAL SERVICES
Jenkins Living Center recently entered into an agreement with
SeniorDent, a provider of dental services to nursing home residents.
SeniorDent is already operating in 15 states and will be bringing its
unique form of dental care to South Dakota in June of
2021. Oral health in the elderly often does not get
the attention it deserves in the nursing home setting
as residents’ other medical conditions may take
precedence. Poor oral health can lead to infections,
poor eating habits, and pain if dental issues are not
Just one more way to
addressed properly. SeniorDent will bring
keep our family of
professional dentists, hygienists, and assistants to
residents smiling!
Jenkins on a monthly basis where they will provide
services including exams, cleanings, fillings, simple extractions, and denture cleaning and
adjustments – all without the resident having to leave the facility. SeniorDent functions
like an insurance plan and has an all-inclusive monthly premium of $175.00. The
premium includes all of the dental services mentioned above, and even includes the cost
of providing & replacing dentures. The monthly premium is an allowable cost for those
nursing home residents who are Medicaid beneficiaries – meaning it will not affect the
resident’s Medicaid eligibility status. Private Pay residents may elect the monthly
premium, but they can also request services on a fee-for-service basis. The fees are
generally less than those of a typical dentist office because the overhead for SeniorDent is
much lower. If a resident prefers to keep their current local dentist, they can certainly opt
to not participate in the SeniorDent services. Jenkins’ President/CEO Loren Diekman said,
“Jenkins Living Center is excited to offer this new service as a way to enhance the oral
health care for our nursing home residents, and thereby improve their quality of life.”
More information about the SeniorDent services will be provided to residents and their
family members in the coming weeks.

THE FUTURE BEGINS NOW!

After an unprecedented year with the Coronavirus pandemic, Jenkins
Living Center is preparing to move forward in the development of a
master plan for our uptown Watertown campus. Long-term care
facilities were hit hard by COVID-19, with many now trying to bounce
back from the lowest occupancy rates in many years. The state of
long-term care has been marred by human & financial losses, but the
impact of the virus has been lessened in recent months due to the
effectiveness of vaccines, viable treatment options, and continued
public awareness of safety protocols. Like all other nursing homes,
Jenkins was happy to be able to reopen to resident visitors in
mid-March with hopes of more in the coming weeks. Nursing homes
will always play a role in the health care system by providing nursing
care and rehabilitation services for frail & elderly persons. There will
always be a need to help people who are unable to help themselves.
With that in mind, Jenkins will soon be embarking on a major review of
our current buildings & services, as well as an analysis of what our
future clients’ needs may be in OUR community. Jenkins Living Center
has been a part of the Watertown community for 63 years but we are
just getting started with offering the next level in care. We have plans
to upgrade and improve the places our clients call home. We will
continue to add new and innovative services to ensure that we will be
here for all those who need us – both now and into the future.

How Can You Help?
We have been so
blessed by you and
other generous friends
& donors.
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But without substantial
support, we simply
could not do all we want
to for our residents.

So, as we embark on
the future, the
charitable contributions
will be more important
than ever to help us
bridge our services to
our senior population.
With your help, you will
witness, firsthand, how
we will revolutionize our
Campus of Care.
Call Kristi Gloe at
605-886-1444 or email
inquiries to:

kristig@jenkinslc.com

See our Jenkins
Living Center
Facebook Page
for more fun &
photos!

Message from the President
Do you know Jesus? That question was always one of the first ones asked of a new resident at Jenkins by my dear
friend (and former Chaplain at Jenkins for over 25 years), Rev. Minoru Tsukamoto. Before Chaplain Tsukamoto made
the journey to his heavenly home a few days before Christmas in 2018, he was responsible for introducing literally
hundreds of Jenkins residents, and others who were fortunately enough to cross his path, to his Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. To Chaplain, there was nothing more important in life than sharing the love of Jesus that had been poured out in
his life. His favorite verse of scripture as he introduced people to a Savior that loves them was Revelation 3:20, (Jesus
speaking) “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he
with Me.” While Chaplain enjoyed many years of serving the Lord as a missionary in South America, and then as an associate pastor and
nursing home chaplain, his early story is a testament to God’s love and faithfulness. As a teenager living in Japan during World War II, he
almost starved to death as food became very scarce in his home country. He was pressed into service as a short-wave radio operator at
age 16 and thought his life may end at an early age when the United States bombed Tokyo. But God had a much different plan for this
young Japanese man. After the war, he heard the Gospel message from an evangelist who had come to Japan, and he eventually
surrendered his life to the Lord. Through a series of miraculous events, young Minoru was soon on his way to Asbury Theological
Seminary in Kentucky because someone had anonymously paid his tuition and travel expenses to attend. God used Chaplain Tsukamoto
over the years to help countless people find a personal relationship with the One Who gave His life for them. And throughout his entire
ministry, Chaplain remained one of the most humble and meek men I have ever met. Now that we are in the season of Easter, God is
asking that simple question of us…Do you know Jesus? If your answer is “No”, then simply find a quiet place where you can ask Jesus to
come into your heart - He is waiting for you to open the door of your soul to Him. If your answer is “Yes”, make it a point to grow deeper
in your love for Him by reading and studying His Word - and use the gifts God has given you to introduce Jesus to others around you.
Their eternal life may very well depend on it!
After a year of highly restricted visitation in nursing homes due to the Coronavirus pandemic, we were thrilled recently to learn that the
federal and state governments had finally issued new guidelines that allowed the reopening of our nursing home to unrestricted visitation
of residents by family and friends. The declining number of COVID cases, coupled with an increasing number of individuals who have been
vaccinated, has led to new guidance from health experts that now allow residents to have visitors in their rooms without requiring that
those folks be tested or provide proof of being vaccinated. Those who wish to visit residents at Jenkins Living Center must first be
screened at our Reception Desk when entering the building, and they are required to always wear a face mask when they are in the
facility and to social distance from other residents and staff. Visits are limited to 2 persons at a time in a resident’s room, and visits
cannot take place in other parts of the facility. Volunteers can also begin returning to their important roles in our facility, although they
will be required to undergo weekly COVID testing, as is our staff. We are hopeful that, as our country moves toward the “herd immunity”
that will be so important in stopping the spread of COVID, we will all soon be able to return to normalcy in our lives. I want to thank all
our residents, their families, and our volunteers and clergy for their patience during this unprecedented time.
An exciting change that we will soon take place in our facility is the designation of our current Reflections Memory Care Unit as our new
admissions and short-term rehabilitation area. This change has been contemplated for some time now to create a much more efficient use
of our therapy staff, as well as a better overall workflow in our building. Our memory care residents currently residing in Reflections will
be moved to North Oak (third floor of our North building) in the coming weeks as we make some cosmetic updates in that area of the
facility. We know moves of this type are difficult – especially for residents with dementia – but our current staff members who provide
care for our Reflections residents will be moving right along with them to provide consistency of care from some familiar faces. We hope
to complete the resident moves before the end of May.
I had earlier reported that Jenkins had been involved in talks with the Sisters at Mother of God Monastery in Watertown about building
new senior services on the Sisters’ Harmony Hill campus. Recently, we were notified that the Sisters are planning to go a little different
direction with their development at Harmony Hill, so Jenkins will no longer be involved. Although a lot of time has been invested by both
sides up to this point, I believe that this was the right decision for both organizations. The Jenkins Board of Directors and Administration
can now focus their full attention on addressing how to enhance our current family of services, and to consider what new senior health
care and housing services might be added in the future. Jenkins Living Center has been operating in Watertown for the past 63 years, and
we are excited about making the changes that will allow us to provide services for those who will need us for many more years to come.
My friends, Jenkins was founded by people who put their faith and trust in God, and we have continued as a faith-based organization for
over six decades now. We view what we do as both a mission and a ministry, and for that reason we sincerely ask that you to pray for
our residents, tenants, and staff whenever they come to mind. We trust God for our provision and protection, and we will not waiver from
our commitment to serve in a way that allows Him to reveal the love of Jesus through us. Thank you all for your continued support!

Loren W. Diekman, President/CEO
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See how we smile, celebrate
& share in good times!

May the road rise up to meet you.

Egg
coloring fun!

Just a few
members of
the our
Jenkins “Royal
Reflections
Family”
(From our
Valentines
photo shoot.)
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200 Maple Place ...by Tori Simon

Maple Place is getting a makeover!
We have been busy updating our Dining Room and we are so happy with the
changes! We have added a Coffee Bar & updated our paint, flooring, light
fixtures &window treatments. We are excited to finish off our project!
Spring is here and it’s the perfect time to make the move to Maple Place! Give
us a call today to have a personal tour of our facility- 605-882-2201.

TOWNVIEW...by Robin Briggs

Hello from Town View Apartments. Even though we had an easy winter we look
forward to sunshine, green grass and planting flowers. Since many have had
their Covid vaccine we are seeing more tenants come out of their apartments
along with some visitors which has helped lift spirits. ALL visitors and tenants
are asked to wear a mask while in the building common areas.
Several tenants like to put puzzles together in the community room and are
displayed on a table for a while so everyone can enjoy them.
Our maintenance staff is busy remodeling several empty apartments and we
hope to have some new tenants moving in soon. Best wishes for a warm and
healthy spring!

But What about Influenza?
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NEW SPACES—NEW FACES

Hopping
into
SPRING!!!

Happy Birthday to
our Resident Family!
April

Violetta Severson………4
Jean Steinmetz-Hansen….4
Margaret Beer……..7
Nancy Christensen ……...18
Joyce Green……...18
Viola VanSickle……….25
Herbert Wegman……….26
Marilyn Haider………..28

May

Max Fleischhacker……..5
Carol Niemann………...6
Roylene Deville……….9
Harold Trumm………...17
Katherine Adolph……….24
Donna Gronau………….28
Jrene Chilson…………...30

Jenkins Rehab Therapy Manager, Andrea Vosberg, is
leading the department into a new era of care.
In addition to helping develop the renovated therapy
gym and occupational therapy center, she also
welcomes, Kari Holden, Physical Therapist. Kari has
been an on--call PT for nearly 10 years.
However, Kari is now the new full-time Physical
Therapist with Jenkins Rehab! Kari’s education,
experience and passion for physical therapy
compliments the already exceptional rehab team!
Kari L Holden attained her Master of Science degree
in Physical Therapy from USD in 1998. Kari’s most
recent experience has been with children, birth to 21
but has considerable experience in orthopedics, women's health,
wound care and most notably long term care.
Kari’s goals as a physical therapist at Jenkins are to provide
excellent service to the residents through sound teamwork to promote
fitness services the therapy team provides
including Parkinson’s training & wound care.
Kari says, “Jenkins has such a positive
atmosphere! The therapy staff is one of the
best I have worked with and I love their team
approach to provide the best care to each
resident. I truly enjoy getting to know the
staff and residents.”
Kari and her husband, Chad, reside in
Watertown and have three children.
Jenkins Rehab Suites
Jenkins is proud to announce the
newly designated Rehab Suites
addition to the many services
Jenkins already provides. These
suites are now adjacent to the
therapy gyms, offices, and
“home-simulated” occupational
center. These suites are spacious,
private and fully furnished to
provide an ideal place for a
comfortable stay while in recovery.
For more information about our
rehab suites, call 605-886-5777,
Ext. 475.

June

Vivian Kaufman……..3
Velma Lentz…………...4
Viola Engels………….18
Rita Weber………….22
Arlene Parsley…….24
John LaBarr…………...25
Doris Pope…………….30
Dorothy Testani………..30
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
~Individually, we are but one wave
but together we are the entire
ocean!

FLOWERS
Family of Bill Snow
Family of Gordy Osthus
Family of Jeff Denzer
Family of Joyce Olson
Family of Elaine Nelson
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Jodi Niemann-Priest
Watertown Flowers
FINANCIAL GIFTS
JENKINS LIVING CENTER
Shelly Forst in memory of
Doris Knadle
Norwin & Mary Sather in memory
of Virginia Carlson
Neiland & Bonita Nelson in
memory of Will Bunting
In memory of Fred Gottsleben
Stan & Jan Winkels
Don & Judy Becht
In memory of Jack Hansen by
Duane & Deanna Bullis
Stanley Bauman
In memory of Lois Burg
Ami Kamei-Milligan & Salesforce
Company Match
Many friends and family of Lois
The GoodCoin Foundation
Network for Good
JLC FOUNDATION
In memory of Patti Linngren, Delores
Lindner and Lorraine Perkins
By Bob & Rita Schiefelbein

STAFF RECOGNITION
Hosanna Lutheran Church
Lisa Hueners in memory of
Dale & Char Byer
Duane & Deanna Bullis
Gift to the Watertown
Alzheimer’s Council
Marcia Schneider
(to the Mary Drake Resource
Library located in the lobby at
Jenkins.)

Heart2Heart Campaign
Heart’s Delight
In memory of David Fie,
Connie Amy &Lenny Bruchhof by
Marlys Fie and in honor of Don
Redlin’s Birthday
Arlin & Judy Schumacher in memory
of Anne Hunter
Darwin & Cheryl Fischbach in
memory of Loretta Fischbach &
Marge Mack
Duane & Deanna Bullis in memory of
Jack Hansen & Florence Bauman
Stanley Bauman in memory of
Jack Hansen
Bill & Cathy Zubke in memory of
Edith Johnson and Bill &
Lucille Zubke
Jerome & Darlene Radtke in memory
of Don Redlin
Richard Fuller & Family in memory of
Carol Jean Fuller
Steve & Pat Mikkelson in memory of
Paul & Orie Palm &Lyonne Hanson
Stacy(sp) Berberia & Dan Hanson in
memory of Lyonne Hanson & Paul
& Orie Palm

The Lorraine Perkins Family have gifted Jenkins, a
handicap accessible van to provide comfortable
transportation for our residents. Thank you to the
Lorraine Perkins Family! (Merle Perkins, Bonnie Budahl,

Teresa Engels in memory of her
mother, Lorraine Beaudry and Pam
Kirchmeier

the good you have done & continue to do.

Deb Waldner, Greg Drayer, Nancy
Ufken & Steph Courington in memory
of Verlyn Drayer
Family of Lorraine Perkins in her
memory

In Honor...
Roger Perkerewicz in honor of the
JLC Staff
Scott & Barb Dempster in honor of
his Mom and Sister
Barb & Mike Spahr in honor of
Inez Unzicker
Anonymous in honor of
Dorothy Halajan
Judy Swanson in honor of
Viola Engels

Marietta Dahl, Ardis Nielsen, James Perkins, Kaylene Wilson,
Carol Henrichs, Barb Mock, Marvin Perkins)—pictured are
Bonnie, Ardis and Carol). God bless and thank you for all

Thanks for a great ride, Lorraine!

In Loving
Memory of
former JLC
Employee, Ruth
Wittrock.
Our hearts are
full for having
known you and we hope to
carry on your giving spirit of
love and compassion.
Until we meet again, sweet
Ruthie.
Your JLC Family
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Our Family…
Admissions
Ruth Schwandt
Jean Steinmetz-Hansen
Roylene Deville
John LaBarr
Mechele Rodengen
Larry Buck
Joe Pedersen
James “Jim” Soyer
Denton “Bob” Schaefer
Melvin Turbak
Merna Wookey
Rosa Loewen
Verlene Aman
Marlyn Taecker
James Bergquist
Gerald Rowland
Lavern McDaniel
Shirley Limberg
Discharges
Patricia Moe
Elaine Corey
Marvin West
Barb Doolan
Roger Perkerewicz
Sandra Larson
Donald “Stan” Urban
Mary Hart
Henry Berkeland
Thomas Aljoe
Hope Rohr
Claudia Gottsleben
Sandra Larson
Dorothy Halajian
Donna Bogenrief
Mary McRoden
Donna Groskruetz
Jan Van Tassel
Dianne Nielsen
Mary Jenkins
Norma Johnson
Jo Ann Kleven
Forever in our Hearts
Virginia “Ginny” Sangl
Fred Gottsleben
Laurel “Jack” Hansen
Don Redlin
Lynn Johnson
Palmer Eidet
Richard Anderson
Rhonda Ohman
Joyce Olson
Elaine Nelson
Delbert Petersen
Evelyn Bork
*omitted in previous edition
*Floyd Kittelson - 10/27/20
*Ron Koekpe - 10/28/20
*Jerome O’Neill - 11/9/20

Our Tests of Faith

“Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am, “he replied. Then
God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the region of Moriah.
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” Genesis 22:1-2 (3-18)

What kind of loving God would ask you to sacrifice your only son, the son you waited
25 years to be born, the son you love, the son who would become the only tangible sign of
every one of God’s other promises that you would ever see and hold in your hands on this
side of heaven?
What kind of a loving God would take your husband when you were both still young, or your children
while you were still living? What kind of a loving God allows you heartaches and illnesses that rob you of
your strength, independence and dignity? Unless….
If we make time to read this whole passage we find that Abraham’s faith was, not in himself, nor in his
faith, but in the same loving God who would send His own Son as the Lamb to take the place of his son
Isaac. The test was to strengthen his trust in this loving God. Just as Abraham believed He would, and
not only to save Isaac, but to take the place of every one of us who would place our trust fully in the
Lamb and the Father. Because for us as well, the Lord longs for us to find a sure and abiding faith, not in
OUR faith, not faith in our religion, but in the goodness and faithfulness of the loving God who created us
for more than just an earthly lifetime. And so He allows us temporal trials on this side of heaven as He
refines and strengthens our trust in Him, and to find the Peace in every test, that it is well with our soul,
and begin to lose our fear of death and look forward to the coming day when He will lead us Home.
Fiftyyears ago my mom came home from a doctor’s appointment with my dad, and fighting back tears
had me sit down as she shared with me that Dad was not going to be getting better. He had fallen in
October of 1970, could no longer see by January of 1971, and was in the hospital that February with his
kidneys failing. He was 37, Mom 34, and I was 17 and a senior in high school. Dad stayed home with us
for a few more weeks, but in mid-April he left home for the hospital one last time.
Mom and I would take turns sitting with him through the nights, and the last night, though we didn’t
know it, was my night to be with him. And that night as I pondered how a loving God could allow such
grief, my Dad sat up in his bed, looked far beyond the hospital room, and said, “I hear the angels
singing!” They would be his last words that I would hear on this side of heaven. He laid back down, fell
asleep, and the next morning I went to school. When I got back that next afternoon, I walked into his
room to find the sheets pulled up on the bed, looking as if no one was there, only to see the dark black
tuft of my father’s hair poking through the white sheets.
Back then, in May of 1971, I didn’t do so well with my test of faith. I was the oldest of us kids, and at
my grandfather’s suggestion gave up an ROTC scholarship to Penn State to stay home and help my
family; becoming bitter towards God and faith. I walked away for 20 years. But the Lord wasn’t done with
me, and like the father of the prodigal son, He waited and watched for me to come home.
Yesterday morning, 50 years later, my Mom called on my cell. That may be the first time she’s done
that, and so I knew that something was different. My sister has had cancer for nearly four years now and
has slowly been declining, yet encouraged each time she had the opportunity to encourage someone
else. A few weeks ago she had asked Mom if she thought it was time “to pull the plug”. Now, yesterday,
after 3 and ½ years of chemo and radiation, the doctors at the University of Penn Hospital had told Lisa
and her husband Mike, that there were few options left to try, presenting hospice as the next likely part
of their journey together.
And so again, what kind of a loving God allows such in a family’s life? The SAME loving God who
promises us that it doesn’t end this way. The Same loving God who sent His Son to an old rugged cross
to open up a passageway from here to eternity, who died to “make everything new!” The same loving
God who has prepared a reunion for us all on the other side, where one day we will no longer count days
and years, nor shed sorrow and tears, but gather in a multitude too many to count in a reunion that lasts
forever.
For my family, in the 50 years of 1971-2021, my brother who was nine when our dad passed, was
diagnosed 6 years later with cystic fibrosis, and passed in April of 1994. My grandfather, my mom’s dad,
developed Alzheimer’s and was at moms in a hospital bed for 3 years and passed in 1989. While my
Grandpa Charlie was in a hospital bed upstairs in Moms home, my Grandmother was in one down stairs
for 6 years. She passed in 1993. And my step dad Harry, who had been mom’s rock thru all of this, he,
himself was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and passed about 6 years ago.
Now the last almost 4 years has been my sister’s test of faith that we all again share in. And as Mom
and I shared again last night, each of us has been lifted up and encouraged by the ever present
Presence of God in each storm. Years ago before the test and the storms, we would spend our Sunday’s
together in Hershey. Sunday morning to church together, and then to dinner, 7 of us around the table
each week. Already there are more of us on the other side than on this side, and soon to be one more.
BUT, this loving God who gave us life, who makes us into families, has also shown us with each new
passing, that there IS a peace that surpasses understanding that goes with us. That there is a love that
has NO end. No goodbyes, but see you later. That there is a Home prepared for us where we will ALL be
together again, and NEVER again be apart. Because God has said….

“On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine, the
best of meats and the finest of wines. On this mountain He will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; He will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe
away the tears from all faces; He will remove the people’s disgrace from all the earth. The Lord has spoken. In THAT day they will say, “Surely THIS IS our God; we trusted in Him, and He saved us. This is the
LORD, we trusted in Him; let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.” Isaiah 25:6-9
As my Mom says, it is what it is and God is good and there is no comma. Thank You Lord!

Pastor Scott Dempster –Chaplain for Jenkins Living Center and Pastor for Bread of Life Ministries
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE
Please notify us of an address change.
If you wish to no longer receive this,
please call 1-877-358-5777 or 886-1444.
Find the latest quarterly newsletter
at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com.

Revolutionizing our Campus of Care
As a leader in senior services, Jenkins is proud of our 63 year heritage of caring. Jenkins is a patient-centered care
facility continually striving to improve and enhance our campus for residents. Would you consider partnering with
Jenkins in your philanthropic efforts of giving? If so, we would love to chat on how you can help to ensure Jenkins is
here for decades to come. Please call Kristi Gloe at 605-886-1444 to chat about options or email:
kristig@jenkinslc.com with inquiries. As in the past we will also continue to accept donations in this newsletter.
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
City/State_________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________________

In MEMORY of ___________________________________________________________
OR
In HONOR of________________________________________________________________________
Please send acknowledgment to: ____________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________
Donations can be sent to:

Jenkins Living Center, Inc. (Attn: Kristi Gloe)
215 S Maple Street
Watertown, SD 57201

To make a secure credit card donation,
call our Business Office, 886-1442. We
accept MasterCard, Discover, Visa &
American Express.

If you and/or your
family would like
to provide a
monthly gift, we
can easily set up
an automatic
donation.
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