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“Caring for you and yours.”
DIEKMAN CELEBRATES MILESTONE BIRTHDAY
–
RECEIVES 2020 BUSINESSMAN OF THE YEAR
AWARD

In early September, the Jenkins staff celebrated the 70th
birthday of Jenkins President/CEO Loren Diekman with
some special decorating around the facility, and cookies in
Loren’s office for all staff, residents, and visitors who
stopped to wish him a Happy Birthday. Diekman recently
announced that he will be retiring at the end of December
after 33 years with the Jenkins
organization.

On September 28, 2021,
Diekman was presented with
another honor at the annual
Watertown Chamber Banquet.
This popular event in the
Watertown community began
with a social gathering, dessert
auction, and special dinner
before recognizing community
members who went above and
beyond during the year. Since the Chamber Banquet was not held in 2020 due
to the COVID pandemic, honorees for both 2020 and 2021 were recognized at
this year’s event. Loren Diekman was recognized as the 2020 Businessman of
the Year after being nominated by the late Bob Faehn, former owner of KXLG
radio. Faehn had often expressed his admiration for the Jenkins staff and their
efforts to protect the nursing home residents from COVID, so he nominated
Diekman to recognize his role in leading the organization. Jenkins Living
Center was eventually impacted by the pandemic, but the facility went through
extraordinary steps to make sure residents and their family members stayed
connected. Those efforts included the use best practices in preventing
outbreaks of COVID, socially distanced outdoor visits, a special indoor
visitation room, and an incredible Infection Control team.
Throughout Diekman’s 33 years in long term care, he has been active at the
state and national levels in advocating for seniors and disabled individuals.
His involvement with the South Dakota Health Care Association (the state’s
association of nursing home and assisted living providers) included being
elected as president of the organization on three different occasions. He also
served on several Association committees, testified multiple times before
legislative committees, and was awarded the organization’s Administrator of
the Year Award in 2007.
Loren and Karen, his wife of 51 years, were surprised at the Chamber banquet
by their four children, Jen, Chris, Beth, and Anne,
and their spouses, who joined them for
this special recognition.
Staff and residents at Jenkins have
used words such as “sincere”,
“compassionate”, and “an example of
Christian faith” to describe Loren’s
interactions with the people he leads
and serves, while Loren, himself, says
his career at Jenkins has been both a
calling and a ministry. Watch for
Loren’s final message in our January
2022 Jenkins News.
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Message from the President Loren W. Diekman, President/CEO
I recently attended the Fall Convention of the South Dakota Health Care Association
(our state’s association of nursing home and assisted living providers) and was asked to
offer a prayer at the Awards Breakfast associated with that convention. I felt compelled
to share the story of Esther from the Old Testament with a large group of nursing home
employees who were in attendance. The nursing home industry continues to be
impacted by the COVID pandemic as it deals with decreased census, severe staffing
challenges, and falling revenues. The weight of those issues was evident on the faces of the convention
attendees, so I knew a word of encouragement was needed. The story of Esther is about a young
Jewish woman who, through a chain of miraculous events, becomes the Queen of Persia. As queen,
Esther learns of a plot by one of the king’s advisors to kill all the Jews in that region. She wants to save
her people but is afraid to approach the king for fear of revealing her own Jewish heritage and possibly
being put to death. At this point, we hear from her cousin, Mordecai, who says to her (I’m paraphrasing), “If you remain silent, relief for the Jews will arise from another place. But who knows if you have
come to your royal position for such a time as this?” That word of encouragement gave Esther the
courage she needed to approach the king and plead on behalf of her people – and the result was that
the Jewish people were saved. There is a lesson for all of us in this story as we wonder if we are walking
in God’s will. God doesn’t do things by accident…..He has a perfect plan for each of us that fits into His
master plan. If we accept that fact by faith, we can then believe that God has placed us exactly where
we are “for such a time as this”, and that He will use those willing to make themselves available to Him.
The world is a very difficult and challenging place right now, but God is allowing each of us to make a
difference for His kingdom right where we are. It is about sharing the love of Jesus with all who we
meet on a daily basis – and in that there is purpose and fulfillment.
Just when we were hoping that the COVID pandemic would be in our rear-view mirror, another
variation of the virus has popped up that seems to have taken us back to square one. While we don’t
want to go through what we endured in our nursing home a year ago, we are also aware that things
would be much different this time if an outbreak did occur. First of all, we now have vaccines that
have proven to be helpful in preventing COVID for many, while lessening the symptoms for those who
get COVID, even after having been vaccinated. While some Jenkins employees remain unvaccinated,
we are awaiting the regulations attached to a vaccine mandate that will apply to all long-term care
facilities in the country. When that final rule is released, we will formulate our policy for Jenkins.
Until that time, I am very happy to report that we have not had a nursing home resident test positive
for COVID for over 300 days. That is a tribute to our amazing front-line and support staff who treat our
residents as if they are family. Please be assured that we will continue to do whatever is necessary to
protect our frail elderly residents and apartment tenants from the COVID virus.
As I approach my last few weeks before retirement, I find myself gaining an even greater appreciation
for all of the people who have made Jenkins a very special place for over six decades. In that time, we
have served literally thousands of nursing home residents (and their families) at Jenkins Living Center,
hundreds of apartment tenants at 200 Maple Place and Jenkins Townview Apartments, and hundreds
more people who have worked for the Jenkins organization since 1958. It is truly a labor of love to see
all these wonderful people come together to create one big family, and I am honored to have been a
part of it all for the past 33 years. Even though there are many challenges facing the long-term care
industry right now, I know in my heart that Jenkins will go on because we are right in the middle of
God’s will for such a time as this. As you gather with family and friends over the Thanksgiving holiday,
please remember our residents, tenants, and staff in your prayers. God Bless!
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Meet “Marilyn of Many Titles”

In my own words...

~My favorite things are
vacations, children’s
smiles & spring planting.
~My hero today is my
dad to be able to search
life again in a new way.
~My inspiration comes
from handicapped children
who invent new ways to
do ordinary things.
~My personal motto: In
weakness therein Lies our
Strength.

Marilyn Haider
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200 Maple Place ...by Tori Simon

Maple Place is Full! We are so excited to have all of our apartments filled
with our incredible residents.
We have been busy remodeling a couple apartments to make our kitchens
more accessible and we are so happy with the results! Thank you to
everyone who has been helping with this project!!

TOWNVIEW...by Robin Briggs

We’re getting ready for all the fun things coming up. Homecoming
parade, hopefully trick or treating and holiday gatherings.
Loving the weather we’re having now, but we all know what’s ahead ☺. We would like to thank
everyone who shared their garden produce with us at Town View. Garden goodies are always a
treat.
I would like to thank Frann for taking care of the beautiful flowers around the building this
summer. It’s a big job, from planting, daily watering, pulling weeds and unfortunately pulling them
up. I would also like to thank everyone who had flowers on their decks. They make the building
look so nice. We all hope everyone has a wonderful fall and winter!

COVID-19 Vaccine Booster--What Do We Know?
CDC recommends the additional dose (booster) of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine be
administered at least four weeks after a second dose of either Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.
Per CDC, people should talk to their healthcare provider about their medical condition,
and whether getting an additional dose is appropriate for them. Eligible patients include
people who have:
• Been receiving active cancer treatment for tumors or cancers of the blood
• Received an organ transplant and are taking medicine to suppress the immune system
• Received a stem cell transplant within the last 2 years or are taking medicine to suppress
the immune system
• Moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency (such as DiGeorge syndrome, Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome)
• Advanced or untreated HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) infection
Active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids or other drugs that may suppress your immune response
At this point we are trying to identify the above individuals and give them their booster. At least for these
individuals the booster is supposed to be the same one that they received initially. Notice that Johnson &
Johnson is not listed and that is because we do not know enough information so far. Will there be a totally
different vaccine coming out in the future for the booster or will they use the Pfizer or Moderna for the
booster? At this point it is unknown but by the time you read this hopefully we will have more information.
About all the other individuals who need a booster? Although nothing is set in stone you might see some type
of roll out like was done with the original Covid vaccine such as healthcare workers #1 followed by high risk
individuals based upon age, etc. At this point it is pure speculation. Hopefully we will have more answers
within the next 4 to 8 weeks.
DID YOU KNOW?
Just a word of encouragement for those have not received the vaccine. I think
Jenkins Living Center
Sanford put out a very nice diagram showing that 90% of the individuals who
employs two full-time Infection
were positive for Covid within the Sanford system were not vaccinated. That
Prevention & Control Officers
means only 10% of the individuals already fully vaccinated acquired the Covid
to ensure safe practices for all
infection.
who come for a short or long
Lastly, here is a link to a short video showing a physician from Louisiana and
term stays. Regular testing,
how Covid affected her community:
best safety practices, and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g8i-HDnR6M
protective equipment are all in
place to ensure our residents’
Take care, stay warm and healthy. I’ll see you in the middle of winter.
health is protected to the best
of our abilities.
Aaron Shives, MD, CMD
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October
Viola Taylor……..8
Ed Johnson……...12
Verlene Aman…….13
Doris Town……..17
Marie Jankord….20
Phyllis Coombes…..21
Katherine Weeks……22

November
Mechele Rodengen...4
Bev Torgerson……..8
Mardella Gortmaker…..9
Sandra Tierney…….13
Gladys Brandsrud…..14
Joe Dennison…19

December
Irving Hinderaker…...1
Betty Spanton……..1
Carol Redwing…….3
Alice Johnson…6
Joan Giese….26
Marlyn Taecker…..29
Deloris Whitlock…..31

Summer
Stars &
Stripes
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
GIFTS
FLOWERS
Family of Dianne Nielsen
Family of Stanley Spurrell
Family of Robert Weber
Family of Delores Ward
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Al Seim (health/safety supplies)
Hosanna Lutheran Church(lap
robes)
Sandra Bendt (memory care dolls)
FINANCIAL GIFTS

Mary Wrage in honor of Loren’s
upcoming retirement
JENKINS LIVING CENTER

THANK YOUs

How YOU
Can Help
our Heroes

~On behalf of the family of Joyce
Olson, I would like to thank everyone
involved with my mother over the
years. She was treated so well, she
felt part of that family. She had such
respect for Loren and all the staff.
She especially loved the Friday
afternoon entertainment. Perhaps
this gift could be used toward such an
event. Again, our gratitude to Jenkins
is immeasurable.
Dee Nogelmeier

help to
recognize our
staff & all they do 24 hours a
days, 7 days a week.

~Thank you for the lantern and for the
amazing care. My family was just amazed
at how caring the staff was the day he
passed with the bedside memorial and
all that gathered. Dad loved the staff.
Thank you.
Rowland Family

And, more often than it is the
little things. Maybe this is
providing a staff meal, donut
days, cookies for the crew, gifts
for prize drawings, gas cards,
coffee cards, snacks, etc... This
is how YOU can help.

Bonita & Neiland Nelson in memory
of Wauneta Schwandt
Marlys Fie in memory of
Stan Spurrell
Dee & Patrick Nogelmeier in memory
of Joyce Olson

“Helping our
Heroes” will

Oftentimes, we are asked by
families or community members,
what they can do to show their
appreciation of our staff.

If you are interested in “Helping
our Heroes”, please contact
Kristi Gloe @ 605-886-1444 or
kristig@jenkinslc.com. Thank
you.
*Challenge your friends,
co-workers and family to match
your efforts!

Patsy Gebhart

JLC FOUNDATION
Jim & Jane Dugan in memory of
Jan Schull
Scott & Kristi Gloe in memory of
Jan Schull
Scott & Kristi Gloe in memory of
Bob Faehn
THANK YOU
New patio
furniture
was donated by the
family of
Marlyn
Taecker in
his honor.
We appreciate the
Taecker family generosity!
CORRECTION:

July newsletter had inadvertently listed a
donation by Norman & Mary Stahl in memory
of Herb and Mary Wegman) when it should
have read Herb & Janice Wegman

Thank You for the
Wonderful Alzheimer’s Walk
The Bachmann family appreciates
the Jenkins facilities and the honor
given in Tommy’s memory.
It’s a day we will always treasure
& remember.
A huge hug & thank you.
Shirley Bachman

Watertown Alzheimer’s Council thanks
the Platinum & Gold Sponsors!

Jenkins Living Center, Inc.
Edward Jones
Family of Mary Drake
Family of Marion Oviatt
Family of Tommy & Shirley Bachman
First Premier Bank & Premier Bankcard
+++++++++++++++++

Family of Dale & Char Byer
Terry Redlin Art Center
Prairie Lakes Healthcare System
Edgewood Memory Care
Sanford Health

6
You can reach us toll free at (877) 358-5777. On the web at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com. On Facebook at Jenkins Living Center.

Our Family…
Admissions

Doris Rodriguez
Dorothy Nichols
Beverly Werner
Helen Strohfus
Don Workman
Beverly Donnellly

Discharges
Elise McCarlson
DeLoris Heidenreich
Margaret Hanson
Jeanette Moes
George Heller
Margaret Chandler
Marvin Mundhenke
John Priest
Russell Vierkandt
Vickie Morris
Thelma Pickthorn
Joyce Berg
Lester Hanssen
Joyce Weber
David Orthaus
Paul Engelhart
Ambrose Riley
Norma Schaefer
Albert Howey
Michael Ries
Delores Beutow
Kenwood Eggen
Douglas McKee
Marlys Pischke
Bettie Marso
Emma Larsen

Forever in our
Hearts
Donna Gronau
Marie Shepherd
Dorothy Wensing
Shirley Pratt
Dale Dobberpuhl
Stanley Spurrell
Edith Green
Dorothy Eidet
Alice Hoff
Gerald Rowland
Jean SteinmetzHansen

Pastor Scott Dempster –Chaplain for Jenkins Living Center & Pastor for Bread of Life
Ministries

Look Closer, See Me!”by Phyllis McCormack in 1966

Her poem highlights the importance of honoring and embracing the
dignity of our seniors. To love them, to honor them, to serve them,
and to remember, that for all of us time is fleeting, and who we are
at any one moment is a tapestry of all of the seasons, joys, and
sorrows of our life.

“What do you see, people, what do you see?
What are you thinking, when you look at me
A crabby old woman, not very wise.
Uncertain of habit, with far -away eyes,
Who dribbles her food and makes no reply.
When you say in a loud voice “I do wish you’d try!
Who seems not to notice the things that you do.
And forever is losing a stocking or shoe.
Who, unresisting or not; lets you do as you will.
With bathing and feeding, the long day to fill.
Is that what you’re thinking, is that what you see?
Then open your eyes, you’re not looking at me.
I’ll tell you who I am as I sit here so still!
As I rise at your bidding, as I eat at your will.
I’m a small child of 10 with a father and mother,
Brothers and sisters, who loved one another.
A young girl of 16 with wings on her feet,
Dreaming that soon now a lover she’ll meet.
A bride soon at 20 – my heart gives a leap,
Remembering the vows that I promised to keep.
At 25 now I have young of my own
Who need me to build a secure happy home.
A woman of 30, my young now grow fast,
Bound to each other with ties that should last.
At 40, my young sons have grown and are gone,
But my man’s beside me to see I don’t mourn.
At 50 once more babies play around my knee,
Again we know children, my loved one and me.
Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead,
I look at the future, I shudder with dread.
For my young are all rearing young of their own.
And I think of the years and the love that I ’ve known.
I’m an old woman now and nature is cruel,
‘Tis her jest to make old age look like a fool.
The body is crumbled, grace and vigor depart,
There is now a stone where I once had a heart.
But inside this old carcass, a young girl still dwells,
And now and again my battered heart swells.
I remember the joy, I remember the pain,
And I’m loving and living life over again.
I think of the years all too few – gone too fast,
And accept the stark fact that nothing can last.
So open your eyes, people, open and see,
Not a crabby old woman, LOOK CLOSER, SEE ME. ”

“Praise be to the God
and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the
Father of compassion
and the God of all
comfort, who comforts
us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort
those in any trouble
with the comfort we
ourselves have received
from God.”
Second Corinthians
1: 3-4
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE
Please notify us of an address change.
If you wish to no longer receive this,
please call 1-877-358-5777 or 886-1444.
Find the latest quarterly newsletter
at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com.

Helping our Heroes
Please accept this donation to help recognize the HEROES at Jenkins! Your generosity will go a
long way in helping us show appreciation.

Please call Kristi Gloe at 605-886-1444 for more information.
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
City/State_________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________________

In MEMORY of ______________________________________________________________
OR
In HONOR of_____________________________________________________________________________
Please send acknowledgment to: __________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
Donations can be sent to:

Jenkins Living Center, Inc. (Attn: Kristi Gloe)
215 S Maple Street
Watertown, SD 57201

To make a secure
credit card donation,
call our Business
Office, 886-1442. We
accept MasterCard,
Discover, Visa &
American Express.

Monthly Contributions

If you and/or your family would like to provide a monthly gift, we can easily
set that up for you! What a great way to show continued support!
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