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Changing Times 
We are certainly living in changing times today and we see that in nearly everything 
we do. The one constant that does remain is that our residents need us.             
Families and friends in this community need us.  
 
A resident was recently heard asking, “Where would I go, if there wasn’t Jenkins?” 
For our residents, this should be the least of their worries as they work hard to live   
a life full of purpose and enjoyment while continuing to learn, socialize and explore.  
Their lives still have great meaning, and we help them to live life to the fullest. Just 
read on to see what a typical day of living may look like for one of our ‘residents’.  
For this story, we will call her “Olivia”. 
 
A Day in the Life of “Olivia” 
 

Olivia wakes up, uses the restroom, and gets dressed with some assistance from 
Becky.  Olivia uses her walker to follow the sweet smell of pancakes smothered  
with maple syrup, crispy bacon and fried eggs that linger in the hall. 
 

Following breakfast, she wants to get some exercise, so she heads down to the 
therapy gym. But before a work out, she heads outside to see the goldfish in the 
pond of the front courtyard and grab a bit of sunshine and crisp fall air. When she 
does get to the gym she is greeted by the rehab team, “Hi Liv!” She finishes up and 
is off to socialize. 
 

Olivia stops at the front desk to see how the receptionist is doing today and to buy   
a bag of her favorite butterscotch candies. She heads down to Main Street and fills 
up with another cup of coffee on Main Street. She passes ‘Maintenance Bob’ who 
fixed her fan yesterday so stops to thank him again. 
 

It’s time for church in the chapel so Pastor Scott Dempster leads them in prayer and 
music. Traci greets her to play a game of mop hockey with the others. A busy morn-
ing to say the least for Olivia! 
 

Olivia makes her way into the elevator, stops in the lounge to help Sally with the 
1000pc puzzle that is partially completed. She decides to stop in her room to    
freshen up, read her mail and call her granddaughter Izzy.  
 

Before she knows it, Olivia recognizes the aroma of one of her favorite dishes,    
goulash!  She loves how Jackie makes it!  She had initially thought she would order 
a grilled cheese and fries from the anytime menu but she simply cannot pass on 
Jackie’s goulash. 
 

Following lunch she takes a short nap before heading to BINGO with Buffy on Main 
Street.  After winning a couple of games, Olivia decides to get some of the best soft 
serve ice cream around at the Soda Fountain complete with caramel syrup and nuts! 
And just as she is finishing up, Izzy shows up with her puppy!  The three of them 
head to Grandma’s room. Izzy shares the photos from their recent vacation and 
gives grandma a special necklace she picked up along the way. 
 

Now nearing 5pm, fried chicken with mashed potatoes and 
gravy is being served in the Dixie Diner. Cherry pie just liked 
she used to make, completes the meal!  Olivia is full to the 
brim! 
 

After a full day, she watches her Minnesota Twins and finally 
decides its time to “hit the hay”!  But before she nods off, she 
remembers she has a hair appointment tomorrow morning 
with Sarah in the Looking Glass Salon. Then happy hour and        
a pinochle date in the afternoon with her new friends.   

Life sure is worth living at Jenkins! 

CLOSET CLEAN OUT  

Attention Families:    
We are asking that you 
look through your loved 

one’s closet and drawers 
to    remove seasonal 
items, pieces that no 

longer fit or are no longer 
needed. The closets  of-
ten become full and this 

makes it difficult for staff 
to return clean clothing. 

Thank you.  
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An Anniversary Dedication 
As Jenkins begins it’s 64th year of service to this community, I felt inclined to recognize the 171 JLC employees 
in this article as  the caring and hard-working staff that choose to be a part of the Jenkins family and the     
Jenkins mission. We have some staff that have likely spent more time at Jenkins than they have with their own 
families. The sacrifices they have made over the years, the hours they work every week, the nights they are here 
while others are home asleep are just a few of the reasons. Families do not have to worry about mom or dad or 

a grandparent because the bonds that are formed from spending day in and day out, are strong and deep.  The staff likely 
know the resident’s favorite color, the sweater they like to wear and their favorite menu item. They know 
how many grandkids they have. They know that they met the love of their life at a barn dance. They likely 
know about their seven grown children and 14 grandchildren. They know Wheel of Fortune is a must-see 
and a gift must be found for a new great granddaughter before the weekend. Rest assured our residents’ 
families should find comfort in knowing that their loved one is in very capable hands while we are asleep, 
working, or traveling.  As we celebrate 64 years of service in this community, please take a moment to 
reflect on the many JLC Staff that have dedicated their lives to our loved ones.   Thank you.   

       Scott E. Gloe President/CEO 

200 Maple Place  
Tori Simon 
We had an amazing 
turnout for the Grand 
Re-opening!  Thank 
you to everyone who 
attended our event 
and joined us for     

donuts & coffee. A HUGE thank you to Gray Construction and 
Duane's Floor Covering for going above and beyond to give us 
our beautiful facility!  We are thankful for you all! 

October is National Physical Therapy Month 
The theme this year for National Physical Therapy Month is 
“Choose to Move”. Jenkins Living Center has three physical           
therapy staff that help others do just that!  Kari Holden, PT, 
Susie Benkie, PTA and Layle  Nawroth, PTA help patients 
achieve their physical goals and to make changes to improve 

their quality of life. Physical therapy staff are the           
movement experts who improve quality of life through      
hands-on care, patient education and prescribed movement. 
 

Choose More Movement. Choose Better Health. Choose JLC PT!     
Jenkins Living Center provides both inpatient and outpatient physical 
therapy, as well as occupational therapy and speech therapy.               
To find out more about what physical therapy can do for you, call                  
605-886-5777. 

Townview Apartments  Robin Briggs 
 

Happy Fall….. 
Hope           
everyone is 
enjoying the 
nice weather 
so far, and all 
the beautiful 
colors. 
Our new   
flooring is in and  
we are loving it.      
It looks wonderful!   
We are looking     
forward to            
Halloween and the 
kids trick-or-
treating.  Enjoy the 
season, stay safe, 
stay healthy! 

 Kari 
 
  Susie & Layle 

 
“The staff is excellent!                                 

It is just marvelous here, I’ve 
never been in a place like it 

before. And the food is out of 
this world.” 

Sr. Francis Schumacher 
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Pastor Scott Dempster – Chaplain for Jenkins Living Center & Pastor for Bread of Life Ministries  
 

The Gift We Get….     “… the gift of God is eternal life in Christ.”    Romans 6: 23 
        
       Before I came to know the Lord, I thought that the goal of life was to provide for ourselves and our family.          
To gather in. Before I came to know the Lord, I thought religion was a cold and demanding intrusion into our freedom 
and common sense. A gift to avoid. Before I came to know the Lord, I was a “butcher a baker a candlestick maker…” 
No, that’s just an old nursery rhyme. But I had had many jobs some of which were not very satisfying. The closest to 

being satisfying was the first year out of the Army when I found a job at the Waukegan (Illinois) Developmental     Center. It was brand 
new and a hands-on caring approach to helping teens and adults with various stages of developmental difficulties.  
       My first assignment was to help in a home for 8 severely and profoundly mentally disadvantaged teenagers. Do you know, that was 
in 1975 and I was 22, and I can still remember their names and see their faces.  Because they became not the young people we looked 
after, but rather the young friends we cared for and loved. An extension of our own family. Each a personality, each able to communicate 
in one way or another, each to teach us all the value of giving ourselves away, and becoming rich. Those young people are now, almost 
50 years later, likely not too much younger than I, and I will be 70 the next time we round the sun and come back again.  
       Why did I leave? Barb and I had started our family, and the pay wasn’t enough to provide for them. So, I resigned to take a job with 
the Waukegan News Sun as a District Manager for 2 years, and then to work at Philadelphia Inquirer, closer to home across the river 
from New Jersey where I had left for the Army in 1972. 
       So, in January of 1980, we made the move, landing in New Jersey. The Inquirer required a split shift, early morning to deliver and 
afternoon to collect. Any route without a carrier became mine, and the district I got was along Broad Street in north Philly, not a very safe 
place for carrying money around. So, I changed jobs again, working for Prudential selling life insurance. But that required trying to sell 
people something they really couldn’t afford. So, a job as Store Manager for Cumberland Farms (a convenience store chain in Jersey) fit 
the need of my family for a year, until I was fired for failing to control inventory. The cause ended up being because the District Manager 
and the milk delivery driver had been helping themselves in the early mornings when no one else was there. For the first time there  
wasn’t a job to leave because there was none to go to. So, in early spring of 1981, I went to an employment agency and found the job   
of General Manager for a rental store.  
       It was a gift from God, yet that was before I knew Him. For 14 years I worked for Dan Ebert and United Rental. Over those years   
we grew from one small store making $180,000 a year, to three stores and made over a million dollars in 1994. We did contractor and 
homeowner rentals in two stores, and party in a third. The party store included tents and tables and chairs and weddings and bar      
mitzvahs. It included work for the City of Philadelphia for the Army-Navy games, and the cities of Atlantic City and Cape May.  From 
Cape May to Trenton and from Philly to Atlantic City we had 19 tents and 9 trucks on the road each week three seasons of the year.  
       That job was the gift of God that helped us raise our family thru those years.  But it was also the gift of God thru those years that   
led me to Him. Thru my brother, thru my wife, thru my mom, thru Pastor Pete…the God that I had always heard of and didn’t bel ieve  
was really there, became the God I met one night on my knees in my bedroom, when life seemed to be falling apart. Work was great but 
I had neglected my family and was about to lose them.  But then slowly, gently, kindly He opened my heart and showed me the riches of 
His blessings to us. Not in resources, but in family. His family.  
       So, in the summer of 1994, after my brother Marc had gone Home, we applied for seminary, and in January 1995 surprisingly were 
accepted (I was already 42, much too old I suspected). And so in July we left everything behind (including our oldest son Kris) and  
headed to Fergus Falls. Twenty-seven years later, He has led us from Fergus Falls Minnesota for two years, to Prince George British 
Columbia in Canada for 5. From there to Cleveland Ohio for another 5, and then back to Fergus Falls because I had gotten sick from the 
mold in the church in Ohio. But, without the mold, we would have never come here to Watertown in 2008. Here in Watertown, the first 2 
years 6 people in that church passed away and they could no longer support us. But that was again how the Lord led us to other opened 
doors…. to Calvary Lutheran Church in Wallace, and to Hospice at Prairie Lakes, and to a morning shift with Human Services. And to a 
new beginning as Bread of Life with the folks remaining from River of Life. And then in the early spring of 2014, here to Jenkins. 
       Sometimes life seems to be a journey of twists & turns and unexpected changes. But I believe that the Lord Himself closes doors 
and opens doors, to move us to exactly where we are supposed to be, and to do what He planned for us to do, for each chapter of our 
lives each time.  
       These last eight and a half years that I have had the privilege to serve Him here at Jenkins, have been very much like that home for 
teenagers in Waukegan all those years ago.  In the same way that I can still remember their names, and see their faces, so too here, the 
names and faces of friends I’ve been blessed to call friends and family.  
        So, dear friends, if you would like a place to work where you can support your family, and at the same time become rich by giving 
yourself away, please come and join us. Our days are sometimes long, and the work always demands our best. But the treasures are so 
worth the effort and time. In these times, there may be places you might make a little more money, but you will not find a place that will 
be more rewarding and fulfilling. A place where you can become rich by giving yourself away.  Like the old slogan from the Pittsburg 
Pirates when they won the World Series in 1979, “We Are Family!”, we too are family, and there is room at our table here for you! 



You can reach us toll free at (877) 358-5777.  On the web at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com.  On Facebook at Jenkins Living Center. 

4 

 

Nancy Wittmeier Recognized as the Millie of the Year Recipient at South Dakota 
Health Care Association Annual Convention 
 

Nancy Wittmeier, the Assistant Director of Nursing was recognized Wednesday, September 28, 2022,     
at the Annual SDHCA Convention Awards Luncheon receiving one of the most prestigious honors; the 
Millie E. Olson of the Year Award. The award is named after Mildred E. Olson, Garretson, SD, who was 
the first recipient of the South Dakota Health Care Association (SDHCA) Award for exemplifying         
exceptional caregiving in long-term care. 
 

Nancy is an LPN and is the Assistant Director of Nursing at Jenkins Living Center where she has       
invested 38 years of her life. Each month the SDHCA reviews nominations of deserving caregivers that 
feel go the “extra mile” delivering exceptional service and dedicated commitment to the long-term care 
profession. Earlier this year, Nancy received the Millie of the Month Award.  All monthly award winners 

are then reviewed by SDHCA to determine and select a Millie of the Year Recipient.   
 

Nancy exudes professionalism, compassion, and a true  
commitment to long-term care. She volunteers on numerous          
committees, assists with special events and even picks up extra  
nursing shifts as needed. She is an amazing role model for CNAs 
and is    appreciated and respected throughout the entire facility of 
Jenkins. She has made a significant and lasting impact in the lives of 
so many.  Nancy says, “This is my life. I work with amazing people 
that have taught me so much.”  

Loren Diekman Recognized for Years of Service 
with SDHCA 
President of Jenkins for over 2o years before         
retirement, Loren was recognized for his                
involvement over the years with SDHCA,     
serving as President, three times. He also served 
on many committees. Loren continues to be an 
advocate for long-term care. 
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 It’s Our 64th Anniversary 

Grillin’ Time Bramble 
Park 
Zoo  
Trip 

B
I
N
G
O 

Chili Cook-Off Winners: Jenkins Rehab 

State Fair 
Jenkins 

Style 
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THANK YOU DONORS 
 

FLOWERS 
Family of LaVerne McDaniel 
Family of Kenwood Eggen 
Family of Mark Alan Hollmann 
Family of Shirley Bisgard 
 
ACTIVITIES 
Kelly McDaniel in memory of               
Lavern McDaniel 
Cindy Kittelson 
Mary Henning 
 
FURNITURE 
Family of Shirley Bisgard 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Mary Phillips 
LATC Fire/Rescue 
Hy-vee—Roses for Residents 
Dana Graf 
 
STAFF APPRECIATION 
Family of Shirley Bisgard 
Family of Dave & Patti Linngren 
 
GENERAL FUND 
Rpm & Kaye Johnson in memory of      
Kenwood Eggen 
Bonita & Neiland Nelson in memory of 
Muriel & Darrell Lindahl 
Bonita & Neiland Nelson in memory of 
Helen Heller 
Stan & Jan Winkels 
Lloyd & Janice Poppen in memory of 
Chuck Schuchard 
 
VAN FUND 
Don & Diane Brosz 
Marilyn Randall 
Shirley Haines 
Marilyn Randall 
 
FOUNDATION 
Marv & AJ Sherrill in memory of                
Vi VanSickle 
Doug & MayLou Austin in memory of 
Alan Swan 
 
DIFFERENCE MAKERS 
Mary Henning in memory of                 
Dorothy Bull 

Our Family… 

 

Admissions 
Mary Kuyper 
Jane Mack 
Betty Arendsee 
Gerald Dede 
Robert Schultz 
Shirley Cates 
Sr. Francis Schumacher 
Jacob Jackson 
 

Discharges 
Maxine Owen 
Helen Schmidt 
Douglas McKee  
Beverly Ewy 
Eugene “Geno” Brink 
John Namken 
Arleen Goossen 
Phil Erickson 
Mark Bleeker 
Jacqueline “Jackie” Spangler 
 

In Loving Memory 
Dorothy Bull 
Kenwood Eggen 
Lavern McDaniel 
Vi VanSickle 
Dave Linngren 
Shirley Bisgard 
Lucille “Lucy” Bundy 
Ardell Dede  
DeLoris Heidenreich 
Twyla Gjerde 

In Appreciation From Our         
Families… 
 
Thank you for everything you 
did for my mom. I was always 
impressed with the care she 
received. I know there were 
things she was unhappy about 
at times but the excellent care 
was very appreciated. Thank 
you everyone at Jenkins! 
      Mary Henning 
      (Family of Dorothy Bull) 
 
Thank you to the entire Jenkins 
Staff and family for all that you 
have done for our parents over 
the last three years. We           
appreciate all of your efforts, 
your patience, support and  
caring. You will always be      
remembered. 
     Family of  
    Dave & Patti Linngren 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!! 
October 
4…Donald “Stan” Urban 
13...Verlene Aman 
17...Doris Town 
19...Gerald Dede—100yrs young 
20...Marie Jankord 
21...Phyllis Coombes 
27...Sr. Marion Fischer 
 

November 
4...Mechele Rodengen 
4...Betty Arendsee 
8...Bev Torgerson 
9...Mardella Gortmaker 
13...Sandy Tierney 
13...Gloria Anderson 
14...Waneta Anderson 
 

December 
1...Irving Hinderaker 

1...Betty Spanton 
3...Carol Redwing 
6...Alice Johnson 
17...Gelaine Dahl 
26...Sr. Jeanne Giese 
29...Marlyn Taecker 
30...Joyce Vincent 

Thank you for the beautiful    
lantern and flowers.  We truly 
have  appreciated the care,  
courtesy and all of the friends 
my mom truly loved at Jenkins.  
    God Bless, 
 Family of Ardell Dede 
 
Thank you for the lantern. Thank 
you to all the staff for everything 
you did for Mom, Shirley Bisgard 
 Elvina, Susan, Cindy, 
 Nancy & Shelly 

MOBILE        
BLADDER        
SCANNER HAS  
ARRIVED 
 

Thank you to all 
who donated to 
this equipment! 

The residents 
will benefit by 

having this new 
tool on our       

Jenkins’ campus.  
We appreciate 

you, our friends 
of  Jenkins Living  

Center! 



You can reach us toll free at (877) 358-5777.  On the web at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com.  On Facebook at Jenkins Living Center. 

7 

Medicaid Funding a Long Time Concern 
 

As many of you have seen, long-term care services for your friends and ours, is experiencing the devastating results of                 
14 closures since 2015.  “Communities across our state are losing access to services that allow their elderly loved ones to receive 
needed care near their family & friends. I fear that more closures are still to come,” as stated by Mark Deak, SDHCA.   
 

Since 2015, 1000+ nursing homes have closed nationally with nearly 45,000 residents being displaced. As of August 1, 2022, the 
state of Montana had lost approximately 10 percent of its nursing home beds. In the neighboring state of Minnesota, 15 nursing 
homes have closed since 2019; three alone in 2022.  Reasons for closures include: the pandemic, staffing shortages and          
increased regulations on an already strapped industry.  However, one consistent explanation for nationwide closures is a shortfall 
in Medicaid funding.  Currently 60% of nursing home residents in South Dakota, rely on Medicaid.  While a difficult subject, it 
simply is not new.  Written in his own words, a former Administrator, Dr. Fred Hubbard, wrote 
this in his newsletter article dated August 1971, over 51 years ago:   

 
 

As we strive to advance our services well into the future, the charitable contributions will be 
more important than ever. And you can help our organization that has helped generations 
for the last 64 years.  We will not only need the support of generous donors, we will need 
SOUTH DAKOTA to SPEAK UP to our legislators about the shortfall in Medicaid funding.   
Would you consider helping with our mission of care?   
There are several options to consider and we would love to chat with you. Just call Kristi Gloe 
at 605-886-1444, send an email to: kristig@jenkinslivingcenter.com OR set up a time  to 
come in and visit with us.  

 

 

 

Continuous Glucose Monitoring (CGM) 
In our last article we talked about type 2 diabetes. Today we will be discussing  
some new ways to monitor the patient who has diabetes mellitus, type II (T2D). 
 

Basically there are two systems out there for monitoring CGM. One is called the  
Dexcom G6 and the other is Freestyle Libre 2. The part that is attached to the  
body is about the size of a silver dollar and a quarter of an inch thick. Both  
systems have a very tiny flexible probe that goes through the skin and monitors  
the glucose approximately every five minutes. This information is automatically  
downloaded into your phone and used to track glucose levels throughout the day. 
Both the Dexcom G6 and the Libre 2 system can use a handheld monitor or a smart phone to view 
glucose readings. The hand-held monitor can be useful for patients who do not have access to a 
smartphone. 
 

Both devices have been very helpful in monitoring patients with type 2 diabetes. This is especially 
beneficial for patients who are in a long-term care setting and because of use of insulin needs their 
glucose monitored closely but do not want to have their finger poked multiple times a day. 
Both devices can generate glucose reports at any time, but usually monitor the levels over a       
two-week period, providing an average blood glucose for the entire two-week period.  It reports 
trends on a daily basis and helps point out areas of the day where the type 2 diabetes can be better 
managed. I have found it instrumental in helping patients get better control of their diabetes      
without multiple finger pokes during the day. This is especially helpful when you have someone who 
has some dementia and may not appreciate the fact that you are trying to help them. 
 

Overall, the continuous glucose monitoring is a fantastic tool that helps us see a more complete  
picture of the diabetic condition and helps us dial in optimal control of a    
patient’s glucose. These devices are not cheap, but patient costs also depend 
upon what kind of insurance you have and if the patient is on insulin or not.  
I would encourage you to talk to your physician if you would be interested in 
learning more about these life-changing tools. 
 

I hope you have a great fall and I will talk to you when the snow starts to fly. 
 

God bless, 
  Aaron Shives, CMD, MD 

Recent closures in South Dakota include:  Armor, Bryant, Clear Lake, Custer, Hudson, 
Huron, Ipswich, Lennox, Madison, Mobridge, Rosholt. Salem, Sioux Falls, Tripp  
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 
Please notify us of an address change. 
If you wish to no longer receive this,  
please call 1-877-358-5777 or 886-1444.   
Find the latest quarterly newsletter  
at www.jenkinslivingcenter.com. 

Non Profit  
Organization  

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Watertown, SD 
57201 

Permit No. 553 

Charitable trusts, bequests, annuities, property, memorial gifts or tributes, gifts of stock or 
commodities, and multi-year pledges are all options!  Call 886-1444 for more information! 

Happy 64th Anniversary Jenkins! Please accept this gift! 
 

I understand Jenkins is a NON-PROFIT and needs my help.                                                                                           
 

~I want to offer a gift in the amount of $___________________.  
~A monthly gift in the amount of $______________/month.  
~An annual gift for ______ years in the amount of $___________/year.  
 

~____I would like someone to help me with my giving option.  
Please call me at this number: __________________________________.  
 

Your Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State ______________________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________________ Email _________________________________________________ 

In MEMORY of ___________________________________________________________________________  

*********************************************************************** 

In HONOR of _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please send acknowledgment to: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To make a secure credit card donation, call our           
Business Office, 886-1442.  We accept:  
MasterCard, Discover, Visa & American         
Express. 
 

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/
jenkins-living-center-inc

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/jenkins-living-center-inc
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/jenkins-living-center-inc

